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Exchange  of  Telegrams  between  the  Kaiser 

and  the  Pope. 

Main  Headquarters,  2'"^  JaniKUA . 
The    following    telegrams    have    been    exchanged    between    the 
Kaivser  and  His  Holiness  the  Pope: 

"To  His  Majesty  William  II.,  German  Emperor. 
Trusting  to  the  dis])lay  of  Christian  charity,  which  Your  Ma- 
jesty has  always  shown,  we  request  Youi-  Majesty  to  end  this  tni- 
happy  year,  and  to  begin  the  new  one  with  an  act  of  Imperial 
generosity  by  accepting  our  proposal,  that  between  the  belligerent 
States  an  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  unfit  for  military  service, 
may  take  place.  Pope  Benedict  XV." 

"To  His  Holuiess  the  Pope,  Rome. 
While  thanking  Your  Holiness  for  Your  telegram,  I  sincerely 
assure  Your  Holiness  that  the  ])roposal  of  alleviating  the  Fate  of 
the  prisoners  of  war,  unfit  for  military  service,  meets  with  my 
entire  approbation.  The  feelings  of  Christian  charity,  which  prompted 
this  proposal,  correspond   entirely  with  my  convictions  and  wishes. 

Wilhelm." 


Russia  wanted  the  War. 

The  '•'Norddeutsche  AUgemeine  Zeitung"  wi-ites  under  the  title: 
"Communications  made  by  the  Servian  Ambassador  in  Petersburg": 

The  "Nowoje  Wremja"  of  1011l/23':!5  December  publishes  a  con- 
versation between  its  representative  and  the  Servian  Ambassador 
Spahukowitsch  in  Petersburg,  from  whicli  we  take  the  following 
extract: — 

"The  Ambassador  reminded  me  of  the  1 1^724i'>  July  when  it 
became  clear  to  all  that  the  only  way  out  of  the  dil'ficult  situation 
would  be  war.  I  had,  continued  the  Ambassador,  a  lengthy  con- 
versation with,  the  F'oreign  Minister,  Herrn  .Sasonow,  who  seemed 
very  decided,  and  declared  to  me  categorically  that  in  no  case  could 
Russia  allow  Servia  to  be  treated  l)y  Austria  in  an  aggressive  manner. 
The  Minister  informed  me  that  on  this  account,  he  had  taken  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  Gei'inan  Ambassador,  Graf  Pourtalcs, 
(juite  0})enly.  Tlie  leader  of  the  Russian  di[)lomatic  ressorts  ex.- 
j)lained  to  Germany's  i-epresentative,  that  an  attack  on  Servia  would 
touch  the  most  \ital  ])oints  of  Russia's  interests,  and  on  that  acc(mnt 
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the  Imijerial  Government  wduIiI  be  obliged  tci  t.ikc  \vh;ite\cr  luejisurcs 
it   would  consider  necessjuy  iit  tlie  time." 

This  explanation  of  lierrn  Sjialaikowitsch  is  ol'  j^reat  intere.st. 
As  stated  in  the  (!erman  '' White  Book"  (Anlage  4),  Herr  Sasonow 
onlv  explained  to  Count  Ponrtales,  that  Russia  could  not  possibly 
allow  the  Austro-Servian  conflict  to  he  settled  1)y  these  two  countries 
themselves.  Up  to  this,  we  did  not  loiow  the  loijii  in  which  Hei-r 
Sasonow  had  ccunniunicated  the  contents  of  this  coin ci-sation  to  the 
Servian  Ambassadoi-.  From  the  ])ublicatioii  of  the '•Nowoje  Wremja." 
we  now  learn  for  the  first  time  that  Herr  Sasonow  did  so  in  a 
way  (pn'te  difilercnt  from  the  explanations  which  he  had  given  the 
German  Ambassador,  and  that  they  contained  a  Russian  threat  of 
War  on  Germaux  and  its  Allies,  in  case  Austria-Hungary  should 
dare  to  deniand  satisfaction  from  Servia  without  the  sanction  of 
Russia. 

When  the  Servian  Goveriuuent  was  sufficiently  strengthened 
bv  this  ex])lanatiou  of  Herrn  Sasouow"s.  it  can  (piite  well  be  under- 
stood that,  trusting  to  the  militaiy  assistance,  which  had  been  pro- 
mised by  Russia,  she  refused  to  accept  the  Anstro-Hungarian 
Ultimatum,  and  ran  the  i-isk  of  war. 

Here  we  have  an  official  proof  gi\'en  by  one  oi'  the  adherents 
of  the  Triple  Kntente,  that  even  from  the  beginning  of  the  ci-isis. 
Russia  instead  of  trying  to  smooth  away  the  difficulties,  only  tried 
to   increase  them.  (Nnrrhl.  JIh/.  ZeJtuinf,    '.VjUoiniari/  19irt.) 


Storming  the  Heights  of  Soissons. 

The  following  is  reported  from  i\Iain  Headqnartei's.  middle  of 
Januaiy: 

"The  fighting  North  of  Soissons,  short  reports  of  which  have 
l)een  given  every  dav,  has  proved  to  be  a  most  important  militaiy  j)er- 
formance  on  the  part  of  our  troops  engaged  there,  who  achieved  a 
glorious  victory  under  the  leadership  of  General  von  Lochow  and 
Lieutenant-General   Wichura. 

For  the  last  few  months  the  Freneli  had  oceupied  positions  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Soissons.  consisting  of  a  maze  <»f  treni-hcs. 
which  extended  to  the  TSortli.  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Aisne  like 
a  bridge  head. 

To  the  West  of  the  battlefield  in  question,  the  railway  line 
Soissons-Laon  rises  from  the  wide  valley  stretching  along  rugged 
and  richly  wooded  heights,  at  the  top  of  which  the  entrenchments 
of  friend  and  foe  were  situated  o])posite  each  other  with  a  \^ry 
small  space  between,  and  both  sides  endeavoured  by  means  of  sap- 
heads  to  get  possession  of  the  crest  of  the  hill.  To  the  East  of  tliis 
lull,  down  in  the  valley,  the  village  of  Crouy  is  situated.  Tlie 
railway  line  Soissons-Laon  ])asses  this  village  in  a  northerly  direction. 


The  French  Attack. 

To  the  Ku.st  of  tlie  railway  line,  we  find  a  row  of  ([uarrii-s  in 
Aviiich  our  soldiers  had  made  themselves  i|uitc  eomfortahle,  showing; 
remarkable  l)iiilding  abilities.  This  st)-ealled  'Quarry  Position"  forms 
the  West  salient  of  the  plateau  of  \'regny,  which  stretclies  along  to 
the  East  of  the  I'ailway,  the  southern  [)ortion  of  which  was  alto- 
gethei'  in  the  iiands  of  the  French.  Along  the  riverside,  several  wide, 
deep  clei'ts  reacli  uj)  to  the  plateau.  The  heavy  French  artillery 
had  a  very  favourable  position  in  these.  The  observers,  who  had 
taken  up  their  positions  in  ti-ees  at  the  edge  of  tlie  plateau,  behind 
steel  sheets  and  breast  plates,  directed  the  fire  of  the  heavy  uuns 
on  the  Hanks  of  the  German  ])Ositions  on  the  wooded  heights. 
This  ilank  fire  that  was  principally  directed  against  the  entrench- 
ment of  the  (inai'ds,  was  especially  violent  on  Christmas  day.  It 
began  again  on  TiJl  Januar}'  with  a  heavy  expenditure  of  amnui- 
nition.  The  gallant  troops  had  a  very  hard  time;  one  position,  tiie 
so-called  machine-gun  trench,  was  literally  razed  to  the  ground  l>y 
the  enemy  lire,  the  machine  guns  I)eing  bui'ied  beneath  the  debris. 
After  this  preliminary  on  January  8*  the  enemy  prepared  to  atta(^k. 
They  pressed  forward  in  a  line  of  about  200  metres  to  the  German 
entrenciiments  and  in  spite  of  numerous  attempts  could  not  be  driven 
out  again.  Night  and  day  up  to  the  11*  January,  very  violent 
hand  to  hand  fighting  took  place,  indescribably  bitter  and  murder- 
ous. Turkos,  who  were  engaged  here,  did  not  only  use  gun  and 
bayonet,  but  kni\es  as  well  as  their  teeth. 


The  German  Counter-Attack. 

The  situation  pressed  for  a  decisi(jn.  On  January  \2[h  the 
German  troops  prepared  for  a  counter-attack,  which  at  first  was 
directed,  not  so  much  against  the  wooded  heights,  as  against  the 
adjoining  French  positions  on  both  sides.  On  the  stroke  of  11  a.m. 
our  rilles,  whose  s\nrit  of  attack  had  not  waned  in  these  months 
of  waiting  and  sap})ing,  left  their  tjuariy  position  and  bravely  storm- 
ing took  the  enemy's  nearest  entrenchments  and  artillery  obser- 
vation posts.  The  French  Hank  fire  against  the  wooded  heights 
slackened  at  once.  The  princii)l('  object  of  this  first  attack  had 
scarcely  been  attained,  when  an  hour  later  (12  noon)  on  the  ex- 
treme right  wing,  our  gallant  ritles  rose  and  victoriously  pressing- 
forward  won  1  kilometre  of  ground.  Now  tlie  attack  was  begun 
against  the  wooded  heights.  Tlie  French  were  throwai  out  first  from 
the  German,  and  then  I'rom  their  own  entrenchments  and  forced 
down  the  hill,  where  they  rallied  and  offered  resistance  half  way 
down. 

We  have  heard  since  from  jjrisoners  that  the  French  l)elieved 
that  the  continuation  of  the  German  attack  would  be  carried  out 
from   the    wooded    sunnnit — from    tiie  (ierman    right    wing.     In    ex- 


pectatioii  of  .-lu  ad\;ince  iVoiii  tiiis  direction  they  \v.\d  concentrated 
large  reinforcements  towards  this  direction.  From  the  captured 
French  Observation  Posts,  with  the  whole  Aisne  valley  and  Soissons 
with  its  Cathedral  lying  below,  the  arrival- of  these  reserves  })y 
motor  and  rail  could  easilv  be  followed. 


The  Surprised  French. 

The  German  attack  took  place  on  Januaiy  13^i.  but  at  (piite  a 
different  point.  It  came  as  complete  surprise  to  the  enemy.  The 
centre  and  left  wing,  whose  object  had  been  the  occupation  of 
the  plateau  of  Vregny,  on  which  the  enemy  was  established  in  a 
regular  system  of  entrenchments,  and  where  they  seemed  to  feel 
rpiite  safe. 

Again  it  was  the  midday  hour,  which  gave  the  signal  for  our 
troops  to  accomplish  new  feats.  On  the  stroke  of  12  (noon),  tlie 
German  entrenchments  grew  lively,  then  followed  an  enormous  jumj); 
three  minutes  past  twelve  the  first  French  line  of  defence  was 
taken:  by  12,13  the  second.  A  flank  attack  from  the  Vregny  wood 
lost  its  effect  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  the  advance,  and  in  the 
afternoon  of  Januarj^  iSMl.  the  whole  plateau  was  in  ])ossessioii  of 
the  Germans.  The  enemy  could  only  keep  his  ground  in  the  valleys 
and  on  the  slopes,  which  stretched  down  to  the  Aisne.  The  suc- 
cess of  this  German  attack  placed  the  French,  who  were  advancing 
against  the  German  i^ight  wing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  wooded 
lieights,  in  a  desperate  position.  For,  when  on  January  Hi!*  the 
extreme  German  right  wing  again  began  its  outflanking  movement, 
and  from  the  middle — via  Crouy — German  troojis  wheeled  west- 
wards, the  French  who  had  advanced  towards  the  wooded  heights, 
had  no  choice  but  to  surrender.  A  retreat  was  impossible,  as  the 
German  heavy  artillery  was  in  control  of  the  Aisne  valley.  On  the 
same  day  those  of  the  enemy,  who  had  not  reti-eated  during  the 
night  across  the  Aisne,  were  forced  down  the  slojies  of  the  Vregny 
hills.  One  com])any  of  our  Guards  even  advanced  under  cover  of 
darkness  as  far  as  the  outskirts  of  Soissons.  Our  patrols  cleared 
the  whole  fore-ground  of  the  enemy  as  far  as  the  Aisne.  PVendi 
units  could  only  manitain  a  position  in  the  bendings  of  the  river  to 
the  East  of  the  town. 

German  War  Booty. 

At  the  battle  of  Soissons,  which  lasted  sevei-al  days,  the  enemy 
in  spite  of  strong  positions  and  numerical  superiority  was  forced 
back  2 — 4  kilometres  in  a  front  line  extending  for  about  15  kilo- 
metres. ( )n  the  enemy's  side  the  XIV  Infantry  and  XV^  Reserve 
Division,  a  mixed  rifle  brigade,  and  territorial  infantry  regiment,  be- 
sides Turkos,  Zuaves  and  ISIarocco  rifles  took  part.  More  than  5,00<> 
of  these   troops    were   taken   ])risoners    liy   the  Germans,  while  tlic 


war  booty  was  considerable:  18  beavy  and  17  liglit  cannons  were 
captured,  as  well  as  numerous  revolving  and  inacbine  guns,  pistols, 
hand  and  shell  grenades,  and  finally  large  quantities  of  infantry  and 
artillery  ammunition. 


Our  Thanks  to  the  Victorious  German  Troops. 

The  German  troops  accomplished  these  glorious  feats  after 
weeks  of  inactivity  in  a  winter  campaign  vnuler  the  most  inclement 
weather  conditions.  Even  on  the  days  of  the  battle,  rain  and  strong- 
wind  prevailed.  Tliey  had  to  march  across  ploughed  fields  and  muddy 
roads,  thiough  trenches  stopjied  up  with  mud  and  gaping  quarries. 
In  many  cases  their  boots  remained  sticking  in  the  mud,  but  the 
German  soldiers  continued  to  fight  ])are-foot. 

The  feats  performed  by  our  splendid  troops — ragged  and  dirty 
to  look  at — but  splendid  in  physical  strength  and  war-like  spirit. 
is  above  all  praise.  Their  courage,  foi'titude,  disregard  of  death  and 
heroic  sj)irit  were  duly  rewarded  by  the  fact  that  their  Supreme 
War  Lord,  who  at  the  time  was  in  their  midst,  decorated  the 
responsible  leaders  with  higli  orders  on  the  battlefield.  General 
von  Lochow  was  decorated  with  "pour  le  merite"  and  Lieutenant 
General  Wichura  •'Commander  of  the  Hohenzollern  Order." 

Apart  from  the  energetic,  clear-siglited,  and  daring  leadershij), 
and  the  splendid  achievements  of  the  troops,  the  success  of  the 
battle  of  Soissons  must  be  in  a  great  measure  attributed  to  the 
splendid  co-operation  of  all  ti-oops,  especially  the  infantiy,  tield- 
artillery,  foot-artillery,  and  juoneers,  who  supported  each  other  in 
the  fullest  sense  of  the  word.  The  telephone  section  played  quite 
a  large  i)art  in  helping  to  secure  the  victory.  The  German  nation 
can  be  j)roud  of  such  troops  and  their  leaders." 

(Nnrddevtsche  Allgemeine  Zettimy,  ll'^K  January  1915.) 


The  Fighting  at  Hurtebise  on  25-  and  26-  January  1915. 

Reports  from  Main  Hendquartcrs  are  as  follows: 

The  Saxons  have  had  their  day  of  glory  on  January  2.5  at  a 
distance  of  about  a  davs  mai'ch  from  Soissons,  not  too  far  from 
the  battlefields  of  13'''  and  14*  January,  reports  of  which  we  sent 
a  few  days  ago. 

The  scene  of  the  battle  was  historical  ground,  the  plateau  of 
Craonne.  The  farm  of  Hurtebise,  for  the  possession  of  which  on 
6*  and  7*^  March  1814,  the  French  and  Russians  fought  long  and 
bitterly,  until  at  last  it  was  set  fire  to  and  evacuated  by  the  latter — 
to-day  has  been  completely  destroyed  and  burnt  down  l)y  the  French 
artillery,  and  a  few  walls  are  all  that  remain,  standing  just  behind 
the  centre  of  the  German  positions,  from  where  the  operations  ^vcrc 
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commenced  to  the  East  and  West  of  the  iarm.  Tlie  German  entreucli- 
ments  were  sitnated  along  the  f'hemin  dcs  Dames,  a  high  road 
running  along  the  ])latcan  of  Craonne,  which  was  built  in  tlu'  year 
1770,  hy  the  owner  of  the  adjacent  and  magnificent  "Chateau  le 
I)6ve'"    loi'    the  princesses  of  France. 

At  a  short  distance  opposite  tlic  German  entrenchments,  tlie 
French  lav  in  a  trijjle  line.  The  latter's  fi'ont  line,  like  at  Soissoris, 
gradually  occupied  the  southern  edge  of  the  plateau,  ftn-nishing  a 
very  favourable  position  for  infantry  as  well  as  aj-tillery  observation. 
The  left  wing  was  supported  by  strong  and  excellently  built  out 
eartii-vvorks,  tlie  cave  of  Cnuite  jjroviding  a  bomb-proof  shelter  for 
strong  reserves.  These  spacious  caves,  one  of  the  numerous  Paris 
chalk  basins,  were  formerly  used  I)y  the  inhabitants  as  wine  cellars, 
later  on  as  larders  and  stables.  During  the  battle  of  Craonne  in 
1814,  the  inhabitants  sought  piotection  from  the  artillery  fire  here. 
During  the  present  fighting  the  jxissession  oi'  surli  a  space  was  of 
considerable  impoi-tance. 

We  were  suc('essful  in  taking  ironi  the  Fiench  the  above 
mentioned  positions  inclusive  of  earth-work  and  caves.  After  elabo- 
rate artillery  preparations,  our  infantry,  conunanded  by  the  Generals 
von  GersdorfT  and  von  der  Planitz,  prepared  for  an  attack  along 
the  whole  line,  while  the  head  command  was  in  the  iiands  of  General 
d'Elsa. 

Within  a  few  iiu'nutes,  the  carth-vvorks  and  the  first  French 
line,  which  had  been  considerably  dauuiged  by  our  artillery  fire, 
were  taken  in  storm.  A  short  time  after,  the  Germans  had  captured 
the  second  line.  N(nv  the  storm  proceeded  beyond  the  caves  against 
the  third  and  last  hostile  position.  Within  half  an  hour  the  attackers 
were  in  possession  of  the  earth-works  and  three  lines  with  the 
exception  of  the  left  wing,  where  the  enemy  offeied  obstinate  and 
l)itter  resistance.  The  ca\e  itself,  which  was  furnished  with  but 
one  narrow  exit  towards  the  South,  was  still  in  the  hands  i^f  the 
French. 

While  our  trocjps  arranged  themselves  in  the  captured  positions, 
the  entrance  to  the  cave  was  surrounded  and  placed  under  machine 
gun  fire.  It  was  midnight  Ijefore  the  closed-in  occupiers,  amounting 
to  300  men,  sun-endered.  On  the  left  wing,  fighting  lasted  until 
5  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  26'J'  .lanuary.  By  this  time  the  enemy's 
resistance  was  thoroughly  at  an  end,  and  the  attackers  in  j)ossession 
of  their  goal:  the  three  French  lines. 

Five  officei'S,  1,100  men,  8  machine  guns,  a  search-light,  and  a 
considerable  pioneer  dej)ot.  which  had  been  erected  in  the  cave, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Germans.  Any  of  the  French  defenders 
that  escaped,  tied  down  the  decline  and  there  dug  themselves  in — 
leaving  the  Germans  in  ])ossession  of  the  plateau  and  excellent  new 
l)Ositions.  Among  the  French  killed  and  ])risoners — the  number  of 
the  former  is  (\stiniated    at    at    least    1,500— the  regimental    numbers 
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18,  34,  49.  143,  218.  and  249  have  heoii  found.  Tliey  belong'  to 
the  XVIII.  Aniij^  Coijjs.  The  le.serves,  part  of  wliicli  have  l)eoii 
brought  from  the  Pyrenees,  fouglit  most  valiantly  and  bravely,  but 
even  they  could  not  resist  the  incomparable  spirit  of  attack  and 
braverv  of  (»ur  troops  for  a  longer  time. 


Chronicle  of  Events  on  the  Eastern  Theatre  of  War 
since  Mid-September. 

After  the  destruction  and  ictreat  of  the  Russian  army,  that  ha<l 
jidvanced  into  East  J*russia.  consideiable  units  of  German  forces  had 
become  free.  As  the  Austio-Hungarian  ai-uu'es,  attacked  by  greatly 
.superior  Russian  forces,  were  at  the  time  retreating  across  the  San. 
fls  fai-  as  the  Wislocka.  the  German  troops  were  transported  to 
South  Poland,  with  oi-ders  to  support  the  Allies  by  an  otfensi\c 
attack  through  South  T*oland  and  across  the  Vistula,  in  the  rear  of 
the  Russian  forces  ])ursuing  the  Austrians  across  the  San.  Oni- 
Allies  pushed  all  |)0ssible  units  frcmi  the  South  to  the  North  bank 
of  the  Vistula,  so  as  to  unite  in  their  entire  strength  with  the  German 
4»ffensive.  In  the  middle  of  September  German  trooi)s  still  stood  on 
Russian  frontier  territory  and  already  on  September  28,  the  oft'ensive 
from  the  direction  f'l-acow-Kreuzburg  towards  the  East  coidd  be 
begun,  a  most  creditable  performance  on  the  part  of  oui-  railway 
system. 

On  tlie  left  bank  of  the  Vistula,  Russian  cavalry  was  reported— 
about  6  cavalry  divisions — which  had  to  retreat,  partly  with  heavy 
<'asualities  l)efore  the  German  advance'. 

From  the  enemies'  reports  at  the  end  of  Se[)tember,  it  could 
clearly  be  seen  that  the  immediate  object  of  the  German  offensive, 
the  relief  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  armies  between  the  Carpathians 
and  the  Vistula  iiad  been  fully  achieved.  Strong  Russian  forces  had 
abated  and  were  re|)orted  to  be  marching  east  of  the  Vistula  in  a 
northern   direction  towards  the  line   Lublin-Ka/imiers. 

The  First  Russian  Plan  of  Attack. 

During  the  first  davs  of  October  the  Russians  made  pi-ei)arations 
for  some  units  to  cj'oss  parts  of  the  ri\cr  between  Sandomierz  and 
Josefow,  ])robably  with  the  intention  t)f  engaging  the  Allies  who 
were  advancing  towards  the  Vistula,  north  and  south  of  Opatow , 
and  with  the  rest  of  their  forces  by  ])roceeding  from  Iwangorod, 
to  outllank  the  German  left  wing.  This  plan  was  foiled  by  the  attack 
of  German  superior  forces,  which  obliged  the  advanced  Russian 
vanguards  to  retreat  across  the  river  to  the  east  of  0])atow,  on 
October  4!l'.      The  Russians,  however,  with  theii-  jieculiar  obstinacy 
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did  not  dosist  from  tlieir  original  plan.  Further  down  the  streanL, 
iVcsh  aitemjjts  were  made  to  eross  tlu^  river  l)elv\een  Mil  and  2<'lli  Oo 
toher  at  Kazimierz,  Nowo-Alexandria,  Iwangorod,  I'awlowlee  and 
Uvczvwol,  all  of  wliieh  were  prevented  and  some  accompanied  by. 
very   heavy  h).sse.s  for  the  Kussians. 

In  the  meantime  in  GaHcia,  the  Austro- Hungarian  army  had 
Micceided  in  driving  hack  the  Russian  forces  across  the  JSan,  causing 
them  to  evacuate  I'rzemvsl;  a  further  advance,  which  had  to  he 
undertaken  against  the  left  Hank  of  the  Hussian  forces,  met  with 
obstinate  resistance  on  the  San  and  to  the  Nortii  Kast  of  PrzemvsL 
Tiie  situation  now  liccame  difficult  for  the  German  and  Austrian 
forces  on  tiie  Vistula,  wiiose  task  was  to  prevent  an  advance  of 
the  Russians  across  the  river,  imtil  tl;e  Austro-IIungarian  army,  which 
was  advancing  Irom  tlie  South  towaids  tlie  right  bank  of  tiie  Vistula, 
could   carry  out  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  ilank. 

It  coukl  he  deducted  from  rcpoHs  as  to  tiie  transport  of  strong 
Russian  forces  towards  ^Va^•saw.  from  the  San  and  the  intei-ior  of 
the  Kmpire,  as  well  as  to  the  building  of  a  strong  liridge-head  po- 
sition, between  Lowicz-Skiernievvice-Grojec  and  tlie  mouth  «>f  Pilica 
tliat  the  Russians  intended  to  make  a  great  olfensive  attack  against 
the  German  left  wing  from  the  direction  of  Warsaw.  These  sup- 
positions were  confirmed  later  on,  by  vahialile  pa])crs,  which  were 
found  on  a  Russian  officer,  wlio  liad  fallen.  According  .ta  these, 
the  Russians  intended  to  engage  the  Germans  on  the  \'istula,  al)ove 
and  below  Iwangoi-od  with  about  5  Army  Corps,  wliile  the  principle 
forces,  more  than  lU  Army  Corps  with  munerous  resei-vc  divisions 
coming  from  Warsaw-Nowogeorgiewsk,  were  to  crush  the  Gerujan: 
left  wing.  ='' 

German  Counter-Attack. 

This  plan  could  only  be  frustrated  by  the  speedy  advance  towards 
Warsaw.  If  the  Russians  wei-e  prevented  crossing  the  Vistida 
at  this  pohit,  then  the  Aiistro-llungarian  armies,  whicli  were  still 
fighting  for  the  San  portion,  would  get  time  to  carry  out  the  attack 
on  the  left  Hank  of  the  Russians,  who  were  engaged  fighting  for 
the  crossing  of  the  river.       ... 

Preparations  were  made  for  tlie  immediate  advance  of  the  main 
troops  towards  Warsaw:,  while  smaller  forces  were  left  to  guai-d  tht- 
Vistula  north  and  south  of  Iwangoiod.  A  quick  and  ruthless  attack 
succeeded  in  driving  back  hostile  forces  from  theii-  already  estalilished 
])o.sitions,  and  advancing  almost  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Warsaw, 
while  the  troops  above  and  below  Iwangorod  engaged  Russian  forces, 
which  in  the  meantime  had  crossed  tlie  Vistida  south  of  this  town 
in  long  and  violent  fighting,  that  lasted  till  •20fl  October,  keeping 
them  occu])ied  in  spite  of  their  numerical  superiority. 

The  Russians,  however,  developed  by  degrees  almost  a  tourtbld 
superiority,  as  compared  with  the  corps  fighting  before  W^arsaw.  The 
German  situation  was  precarious,  as  owing  to  the  obstinate  resistance 
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offered  by  the  Russian  troops  at  I'rzemysl  and  on  the  San,  the  advance 
of  the  Austro-IIungai'ian  arnn'es  on  the  left  Hank  of  the  Hnssian  forces 
was  foiled,  whereupon  all  hopes  of  the  co-operation  of  the  allied 
armies  on  the  rijiht  hank  of  the  Vistn]a,vanished.  It  was  now  impossible 
to  prevent  the  Russians  crossing  the  Vistula. 


The  Re-Organisation  of  the  German  and  Austro-Hungarian  Troops. 

A  new  ])lan  had  to  be  formed.  It  was  decided  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  the  vicinity  and  to  the  West  of  Warsaw,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Gei'mau  corps  .staticmed  above  and  below  Iwangorod, 
that  were  to  be  relieved  by  the  Austro-Hungarian  troops,  who,  in 
the  meantime  had  arrived  at  the  left  bank  of  the  Vistula.  The 
tr()oj)s  that  had  advanced  almost  to  the  gates  of  Warsaw,  were 
withdrawn  to  a  strong  position  in  the  direction  RawaSkierniewice, 
while  the  forces  that  had  become  free  in  the  dh'ection  of  Iwangorod 
were  to  cross  the  Pilica  and  from  the  Soutli  attack  the  Russians 
that  were  j)ursuing  towards  the  West,  thereby  bringing  matters  to 
a  climax.  We  were  successfid  in  luring  the  masses  of  Russi;in 
forces  near  Warsaw,  in  the  direction  we  wished.  The  Russians 
attacked  the  ahnost  impi"egnal)le  Gei'man  positions  impetuouslv,  but 
all  their  attacks  were  repulsed  with  heavy  losses.  Just  at  the  time, 
when  the  Gei-mau  forces  that  had  ])een  designated  to  attack  the 
Russian  Hank  from  the  South,  were  about  to  cross  ihe  Pilica,  news 
arrived  tiiat  the  allied  armies,  that  had  attacked  the  advancing 
Russians  fi-om  the  South  in  trying  to  check  their  passage  across 
the  Vistula  had  gi-eat  difficulties  in  maintaining  their  ])ositions  in 
the  jieighbourhood  of  Iwangorod,  owing  to  the  ever  increasing- 
hostile  suj)criority.  At  the  same  time  the  Russians  collected  very 
considerable  forces  against  the  German  left  wing  at  Skieiniewice,. 
which,  owing  to  the  threatening  danger  of  being  onitlanked.  had 
to  retrqat  towards  the  South  West. 

The  German  troops  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Pilica  and 
Radondva  were  gravely  threatened.  The'  enemy  disj)layed  ever  in- 
creasing strength  in  the  direction  of  the  Lysa  Gora,  violent  (ighting 
taking  place  at  Pi'zemysl  and  on  the  San.  Under  such  cir'cumstances 
the  allied  ai'my  had  to  take  the  difficult,  but  only  possible  decision 
of  breaking  off  all  operations  on  the  Vistula  and  San,  as  owing  to 
the  enormous  numerical  snj)erioT'ity  of  the  enemy,  no  ho])c  of 
decided  success  was  presented;  it  was  more  imjiortant  to  ensure 
freedom  of  action  and  inaugurate  operations  that  were  altogether 
new.  The  forces  situated  Ijetween  Warsaw  and  Przemysl  were 
drawn  off  the  enemy,  and  by  the  end  of  October  had  retreated 
towards  the  Carpathians  in  the  direction  of  Cracow— Czenstochau— 
Sieradz,  after  having  destroyed  all  railway  lines,  roads,  and  tele- 
graphic communications.  This  work  of  destruction  was  so  thoroughlv 
carried  out.  that  the  enemy  masses   would  be  obliged  to  follow  verv 
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slowly,  and  as  soon  as  tiie  withdrawal  had  been  successfully  effected, 
the  entire  moveiiient  of  the  Allies  could  be  carried  out  accordinji 
to  the  pre-arranged  plans. 

The  Second  Russian  Plan  of  Attack. 

The  Russians  only  advanced  in  Galicia  in  sections,  their  main 
forces  were  directed  against  the  South  West  and  South.  Unimportant 
forces  advanced  from  the  Narew  on  both  sides  of  the  Vistula  in  a 
western  direction  on  Thorn. 

J'he  object  of  all  lurtlier  operations  on  the  part  of  the  Allies 
was  to  break  the  strength  of  the  Russian  masses,  no  matter  what 
the  cost.  This  cotdd  only  be  achieved  liy  an  attack,  in  spite  of 
the  enemy's  numerical  superiority;  obstuiate  resistance  would  only 
give  time,  and  w^ould  certainly  be  crushed  by  the  powerful  hostile 
masses  sooner  or  later.    The  Allies'  plan  of  operation  was  folh)wing: 

Decisive  endeavours  were  to  be  made  in  Poland  and  Galicia 
by  an  attack  against  the  main  Russian  forces,  that  were  advancing 
along  the  Vistula  and  to  the  East  of  Cracow,  while  the  Allies'  Hanks 
in  eastern  Galicia  and  East  Prussia  were  to  maintain  a  defensive 
against  the  opj)osing  hostile  forces.  All  available  troops  had  to  be 
concentrated  so  as  to  ensure  a  decision  in  Poland.  The  Russian 
pursuance,  which  was  of  necessity  ver}-  slow,  afforded  time  for  the 
concentration  of  the  forces.  Strong  Austro-Hungarian  forces  stood 
in   Galicia. 

In  South  Poland,  in  the  direction  of  Cracow  and  the  upper  Silesian 
frontier,  a  strong  group,  consisting  of  Austro-Hungarian  and  German 
troops,  was  formed.  A  second  group,  consisting  of  German  troops 
oidy,  under  the  leadership  of  General  von  Mackensen  was  collected 
by  rail  and  foot  on  the  frontier  between  Wreschpn  and  Thorn.  It 
was  for  them  to  defeat  the  lesser  Russian  forces  that  were  advancing 
immediately  South  of  the  Vistula  between  this  river  and  the  Ner- 
AVarta-portion,  and  when  this  was  accomplished  advancing  from 
tlie  North  to  attack  the  right  Hank  of  the  Russian  forces,  while  the 
southern  group  had  the  task  of  keeping  same  engaged.  A  smallei- 
p;roup  had  been  collected  foi-  the  ])rotection  of  West  Prussia  on  the 
North  bank  of  the  Vistula  in  the  direction   of  Strassbui-g-Soldau. 

Towards  the  middle  of  November,  the  Russian  forces,  C()n- 
centrated  on  the  banks  of  the  A^istula  on  the  East  Prussian  frontier 
;tnd  in  Galicia,  were  distributed  approximately  as  follows: 

8 — 9  army  corps  — the  X.  army — were  situated  on  the  East 
Prussian  frontier  between  Schirwindt  and  Biala,  smaller  forces 
3 — 4  army  corps  with  some  cavalry  divisions  advanced  between 
the  East  Prussian  southern  frontier  and  the  Vistula,  in  the  direction  of 
Mlawa  and  Thorn.  On  the  south  bank  of  the  Vistula  In  the  direction 
of  Thorn,  between  Wloclawek  and  Dombie  2 — 3  army  corps;  these 
forces,  which  had  advanced  along  both  banks  of  the  Vistula,  be- 
longed   to   tlie   I.  Russian  army.     Besides   these,    the   Russian    main 
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forces,  consisting  of  the  II.,  I\'.,  V.,  and  IX.  armies — in  all  about 
2.0  army  corps — with  numerous  cavalry  divisions,  had  reached  the 
line  Uniwo-Zdunska-Wola  Nowoi-adomsk  tei-ritory  to  the  North 
of  (?raco\v  and  after  a  long  halt  on  the  banks  of  the  Warta  began 
to  cross  the  river  at  this  point  with  the  two  northein  armies.  To 
the  Sontli  of  the  Vistula  in  Galicia  the  remaining  Russian  armies 
advanced.  All  available  troops,  in  pailicular  tlie  Siberian  and 
Caucasian  corps  had  been  collected,  so  that  the  entire  strength  of 
the  Russian  forces  opei'ating  against  Germany  and  Austro-Silesia 
can  be  calculated  as  having  amounted  to  almost  45  army  corps, 
with  numcrou.s  reserve  divisions. 

At  the  middle  of  November  the  Russians  opened  an  elaboratel}"" 
prepared  offensive  along  the  whole  line,  which  was  rejiulsed  at 
Stalhiponen,  Eydtkuhnen  and  Soldau  (in  East  Prussia)  after  severe 
battles. 

The  Great  German  Counter  Attack. 

The  Russian  offensive  in  Poland  was  prevented  by  simultaneous 
German  attacks,  on  November  1,3  and  14,  when  the  Russians 
were  beaten  near  Wloclawek,  numerous  Russian  prisoners  being 
taken.  Two  Russian  corps,  which  came  to  the  assistance  of  the 
enemy,  met  with  decisive  defeat  near  Kutno  on  November  15. 
28,000  prisoners  were  taken,  a  num!)er  of  camions  and  machiuo 
guns  also  being  captured.  Lesser  German  forces,  conmianded  by 
Genei-al  von  Morgen,  took  up  the  pursuance  of  these  retreating 
forces  towards  the  East,  while  the  army  commanded  by  General 
von  Mackensen,  operating  towards  the  South,  both  sides  of  Lenczyoa 
succeeded  in  defeating  a  Russian  corps  near  Dombie.  Owing  to 
the  danger  now  threatening  their  right  llank,  the  Russians  were  com- 
pelled to  withdi-aw  their  right  wing  (the  II.  army)  in  the  direction  of 
Strykow-Kasimierz-Zdunska-Wola  towai'ds  the  North  West.  The 
main  portion  of  the  V.  army  was  also  withdrawn  in  this  direction, 
so  that  now  a  huge  gap  had  been  forced  in  the  middle  of  the 
Russian  front  between  the  IV.  and  V.  armies. 

The  Germans  advancing  across  the  Ner-poi-tion  in  the  direction 
of  Lodz  were  successful  in  taking  the  important  point  Zgierdz  on 
November  15,  while  on  18,  the  Russian  right  wing  was  forced 
back  from  Strykow  to  Brzeziny  and  Lodz.  The  II.  and  V.  Russian 
armies  situated  near  Lodz,  were  surr'ounded  from  the  East  and  South 
East  by  the  German  left  wing  which  advanced  from  Br/eziny  and 
Tuszyn.  jNIeanwhile  weakei"  forces,  which  had  been  brought  on  from 
Posen  and  Breslau,  assisted  by  cavalry,  surrounded  the  enemy  coming 
from  the  West  and  South  West.  It  now  seemed  as  though  the  Allies 
could  achieve  their  original  object  in  spite  of  the  enemy's  niunerical 
superiority,  and  the  destruction  of  the  opposing  Russian  forces 
seemed  imminent — when  a  sudden  reverse  was  met  with.  The 
Russians  received  unexpected  assistance  at  the  last  minute  from  the 
East   and    South.      Part   of   the    Russian    forces,    which    had    beei\ 
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stationed  ou  the  East  Prussian  frontier,  as  well  as  the  Russian 
I.  army  corps  retreating  from  the  northern  bank'of  the  Vistula.  Iiad 
been  hrouf^ht  on  hy  rail  and  foot  via  Warsaw-Skierniewice  and  nnitcd. 
lo  tiie  West  of  last  mentioned  ])lace.  These  advanced  now,  joined 
l)V  strong  forces  proceeding  from  the  Sonth  (probably  ])art  of  the 
light  wing  of  the  IV.  army)  towards  the  rear  of  the  German  troops 
that  were  directed  against  West  and  North  We^t,  threatening  to  sur- 
round them,  after  having  repulsed  the  Gennan  rear-guard  that  bad 
been  sent  to  the  East  and  Sonth  Ea^-t. 


The  Russians  try  to  surround  the  German  Army. 

The  situation  of  the  Germans  was  pi-ecai'ious.  No  help  coidd 
be  exj)ected  from  the  direction  of  Lowicz  whcie  General  von  Morgen's 
troops  had  advanced,  as  these  after  several  successful  battles  had 
come  upon  a  greatly  superior  hostile  force  to  the  West  of  Eovvicz. 
The  Fate  of  tlie  German  troops  to  the  East  of  Lodz  that  were  sur- 
rounded by  greatly  superior  numbers,  gave  cause  for  uneavSine.ss. 
However  tlie  l)rave  Germans  did  not  lose  hope. 


Breaking  through  the  Russian  Ring. 

A  daring  act.  as  yet  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  war,  was 
the  only  means  of  saving  them:  they  burst  tiirougii  the  iron  ring. 
During  the  nigiit  of  November  24 — 25  the  German  troops  succeeded 
in  bi'caking  thiough  in  the  direction  of  Bi'zeziny,  at  the  same  time. 
ca])turiug  large  nuuibers  of  the  enemy,  who  had  been  .surrounding 
them.  More  than  l,2<i0  prisoners  with  numerous  guns  and  machine 
guns  wei-e  taken.  Oui-  casualities  were  comparatively  few,  and  we 
were  able  to  take  ahnost  all  the  woimded  along  with  us.  Owing 
to  this  heroic  action,  the  success  of  which  is  due  to  decided  and 
active  leadership  as  well  as  the  incomparal)le  bravery  of  the  troops, 
the  expedition  which  had  been  all  but  hopeless,  tui-ned  out  victorious 
for  the  Germans.  The  troops  which  had  been  sun-ounded,  managed 
by  November  26,  between  Lowicz  and  Lodz,  to  come  in  touch 
with  the  left  wing  of  General  Mackensen's  aimy,  that  was  surround- 
ing Lodz  iVom  the  North. 

The  German  front  now  extended  from  Szadek  beyond  Kazi- 
niierz  to  the  North  of  Lodz-Glowno,  as  i'ar  as  the  territory  North 
West  of  Lowicz.  The  miited  Russian  masses  now  directed  a  general 
<;ountcr-oft\'nsi\  e  against  this  front.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  losses, 
which  exceeded  all  that  had  taken  place  in  previous  battles,  they 
renewed  their  attacks  with  the  utmost  obstinacy  dui-ing  the  last 
week  of  November,  all  of  which  however  were  repulsed  by  the 
yjersevei'ing  Gei-mnii  Iruojis,  who  exhibited  a  complete  disregard 
for  death. 
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The  Renewed  German  Attack. 

At  tlie  beginning  of  December,  the  Germans,  who  hud  received 
reinforcements,  in  spite  of  tiie  exhaustion  of  their  troops  that  had 
been  fighting  ahnost  incessantly  for  the  ])ast  three  weeks  proceeded 
to  attack  ah)ng  tiie  wiiole  front.  The  strong  riglit  wing  succeeded 
in  advancing  into  the  gap  in  the  Russian  line,  taking  Lask  and 
advancing  in  the  direction  of  I'ahianice,  surrounding  the  Russian 
position  to  in  the  South  West  of  Lodz.  On  the  night  of  5—6  De- 
cember tlie  Russians  were  ol)liged  to  evacuate  their  positions. 
which  they  had  so  obstinately  defended,  in  the  vicinity  of  Lodz  as 
well  a-s  the  town  itself  and  to  retreat  beyond  the  Miazga.  Ail 
Russian  attempts  to  close  the  gap,  fsiiled,  owing  to  strong  attacks 
from  the  Soutli  by  a  group  of  the  Allies,  operating  fi  om  the  di- 
rection of  Nowoi-adomsk,  with  the  assistance  of  tlieir  left  wing, 
which  was  victoriously  advancing. 

The  left  wiiiiT  of  the  northern  German  group,  which  in  the 
meantime  extended  over  How  as  far  as  the  N'istula,  pi-ogressed  con- 
siderably and  advanced  almost  to  Lowicz  and  the  Bzura. 

The  Advance  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Troops. 

Simultaneously  with  the  offensive  in  northei'n  Poland,  the  allied 
Austro-Hungarian  ti-oops  had  proceeded  to  attack  from  the  Carpa- 
thians and  West  Gall ci a.  Considerable  ])i'()gress  agiiins!  the  Russian 
left  wing  was  reported  fi-om  here.  The  result  of  this  heightened 
pressui-e  was,  that  about  the  middle  of  December  the  host ih^  masses 
on  the  entire  front  began  to  weak(>n;  at  first  in  West  Galicia.  then 
in  South  and  North  Poland,  and  retreated  in  an  eastei-ly  direction. 
Beyond  the  Dunajec,  Nida,  Rawka  and  Bzura  however  they  again 
offered  obstinate  resistance  and  a  severe  battle  for  these  is  still 
going  on. 

The  complete  Collapse  of  the  Russian  Offensive. 

The  original  objective  has  been  already  achieved:  The  elaborately 
planned  Russian  offensive,  which  has  been  announced  for  months 
with  great  eli)(|uence,  which  was  to  have  llooded  the  entii-e  East  of 
Germany,  can  be  considered  as  having  completely  collapsed.  Last 
and  West  Prussia,  Posen  and  Silesia,  need  not  fear  a  Russian  attack 
for  some  time  to  come. 

The  Allied  have  captured  more  than  130,000  prisoners,  numerous 
•cannons,  machine  guns,  as  well  as  other  war-booty. 

F^xtraordinary  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  entire  allied  forces 
in  East  Prussia,  Poland,  and  Galicia.  from  the  commander  in  general 
down  to  the  voungest  xolnnteer,  have  secured  a  successful  issue  of 
the  campaign  for  the  Allied. 

The  success  which  they  have  achieved  is  a  result  of  the  great 
confidence   that    has   welded  them  together,  in  conscientious  mutual 
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oo-operntion.  I  he  histcii'v  <'l  roalition-w  ars  is  not  rich  in  examples 
of  roally  devoted  and  loyal  alliance.  Uut  liere  in  the  midst  of  violent 
lighting  we  have  an  especially  bi-illiant  exemple  of  such.  The  plans 
and  execution  of  above  described  operations,  made  enormous  demands 
on  the  leadership.  The  Staff,  however,  could  make  their  plans  all 
the  more  confidently  as  they  were  convinced  of  being  supported  by 
troops  from  whom  they  could  demand  the  utmost,  and  who  were 
proud  and  willing  to  make  every  sacrifice,  even  to  the  last  drop  of 
their  blood  for  such  leaders.  Their  coui-age,  perseverance,  and 
devotion  are  above  all  praise.  For  the  past  5  months  fighting  an 
enemy  far  superior  in  numbers,  first  in  East  Pi-ussia  and  then  in 
Poland,  these  troops  have  hardly  had  one  day's  rest.  They  have 
been  marching  and  fighting  incessantly — foi-  the  last  three  months 
on  a  theatre  of  war — which  even  in  times  of  j)cace  poor  and  destitute, 
is  now  completely  exhausted.  Added  to  tin's,  owing  to  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather,  wretched  roads,  every  march  over  which 
meant  double  exertion  for  the  troops,  especially  for  the  rear  columns. 
But  in  spite  of  all  these  almost  su{)er-human  efforts,  notwithstanding 
all  want  and  privations,  and  the  fighting,  which  has  been  now  going 
on  almost  incessantly  for  the  past  5  weeks,  the  spirit  of  attack 
pervading  these  magnificent  trooj)s  is  still  as  strong  as  ever.  Their 
confidence  in  victory  has  never  wavered.  Truly  1  The  grateful  father- 
land can  turn  with  pride  and  confidence  to  its  brave  sons  in  the 
East  who,  though  fighting  like  heroes,  3'et  know  how  to  suffer  and 
to  die,  and  in  sjtite  of  the  enemies'  superior  forces  to  acliieve  such 
glorious  victories. 

(Norddeitbiche  All^emmw  Zeitimg,  17^^  January  191,').) 


The  Shelling  of  the  English  Coast  Towns. 

The  shelling  of  the  thiee  English  coast  towns,  Hartlepool,  Scar- 
borough and  Whitby  by  German  naval  forces,  has  been  attacked  in 
the  Ena;lish  Press  as  beinjr  in  violation  of  International  Law.  We 
are  now  re])roached  with  having  bombanled  open  towns  without 
giving  notice  beforehand,  thereby  causing  the  death  of  numerous 
civilians.    These  reproaches  are  absolutely  unfounded. 

In  the  first  place,  there  is  no  doubt  that  we  are  not  bound  by 
international  contracts,  when  we  shell  places  with  the  aid  of  our 
sea  forces.  The  only  treaty,  which  could  be  considei-ed  here,  the 
ninth  Hague  Convention,  concerning  shelling  by  naval  forces  in  time 
of  war,  dated  I8'll  October  1907,  cannot  be  applied  in  the  present 
war,  as  it  has  not  been  signed  by  all  the  belligerents,  conseipiently 
according  to  Article  8,  the  powers,  who  have  signed,  are  not  bound 
by  same.  The  conditions  of  the  agreement  must,  therefore,  only  be 
kept  so  far  as  they  are  compatible  with  the  general  principles  of 
international  law.     Whether,  according  to  same,  the  shelling  of  unfor- 
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tified  places  is  forbidden  or  not,  h;is  not  Ijccn  detennined,  as  foi" 
instance,  we  have  an  example  of  English  iiav;d  forces  homhardinp; 
•open  Rnssian  coast  towns  in  the  Crimean  war. 

Nevertheless,  the  German  naval  forces  kept  vStrictly  to  the  con- 
<litions  of  tlie  Hai>no  Convention.  Accordinj;-  to  Articles  1 — 2  all 
foi'tified  places,  as  well  as  all  military  installations  in  nndefended 
])hices  are  liable  to  be  shelled.  These  snp])ositions  ])rove  correct 
in  the  case  of  the  English  coast  towns,  bombarded  by  our  ships. 
Hartlepool  belongs  to  one  of  the  ''Coast  Defences"  according  to  the 
official  British  i^lonthly  Army  List.  The  Coast  Defences,  which  arc 
<)ccuj)icd  by  British  soldiei'S  in  times  of  peace  and  war,  are  the 
objects  that  were  shot  at,  by  the  batteries  of  the  attacking  German 
ships.  Scarboi'ough  is  not  mentioned  in  the  British  Army  List,  as 
i[  fortified  coast  town;  yet  at  the  northern  end  of  the  town  there 
is  a  rampart,  which  is  clearly  recognisable  from  the  sea,  ])rotected 
by  a  wire  abatis  and  provided  with  a  battery  on  the  sea  side, 
furnished  with  six  l.'i-cm.  (|nick  firing  guns.  Besides  this,  there  are 
barracks  on  Scarborough  liock  and  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
town,  an  officially  mentioned  wireless  station.  Whitby  has,  according 
to  the  official  British  Monthly  Naval  List,  a  coast  guard  station, 
which  in  times  of  peace  and  war  is  iinder  the  control  of  the  Britisii 
navy.  The  German  naval  foi'ces  ordy  aimed  at  this  station,  as  has 
•been  admitted  by  the  English  themselves. 

That  the  preliminary  notice  of  shelling,  as  stipulated  in  Article  2, 
])ar.  1 ;  Article  (5  of  the  Hague  Convention,  coidd  not  have  been 
given  without  risking  the  success  of  the  expedition,  therefore  accord- 
ing to  above  conditions  was  not  binding,  can  be  clearly  seen  from 
the  military  situation. 

Much  as  we  regret  the  loss  of  civilian  life  as  caused  by  the 
German  ships,  nevertheless  we  wish  to  impress  sti'ongly  by  abo\e 
explanations  that  the  attacks  carried  out  by  us,  were  quite  within 
the  limits  of  International  Law  as  depicted  in  time  of  war. 

(Norddevtsclte  AUgemeine  Zeituny,    i'^  January  19ir>.) 


The  Air  Raid. 

The  English  press  has  described  the  attack  of  our  naval  aii- 
ships  on  the  East  coast  of  England,  as  being  in  violation  of  Intei- 
national  Law,  in  the  same  manner  as  at  the  time  of  the  bombard- 
ment of  the  English  coast  towns.  The  reproaches  made,  howe\  er, 
^re  just  as  unfonnded  as  the  former  ones. 

As  to  the  use  of  air-craft,  especially  bombarding  cai'i'ied  out 
by  same,  none  of  the  international  rules  come  into  consideration 
in  this  i)resent  war.  Tlie  Hague  Declaration,  concerning  the 
prohibition    of    throwing    projectiles     and    exploding    matters    from 
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air-sliips,  has  elapsed  in  its  previous  fomi.  while  its  new  frame 
lias  been  ratified  neither  by  Gei'iiiany,  France,  nor  Russia,  and  can 
thei-eiore  not  be  considered  binding  for  us  with  regard  to  Kngland» 
The  Hague  Kegulations,  concerning  "War  on  Land"  and  Conven- 
tion regai-ding  ■•Shelling  l)y  Naval  Forces"  have  only  made  j)ro- 
vision  for  "War  on  Land  and  Sea,"  no  allusion  being  made  to 
"War  in  the  Air,"  and  in  the  afore-mentioned  case  can  only  be 
;i])plied  in  so  far  as  they  correspond  with  general  international 
{)rincii)les.  At  the  same  time  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that 
such  principles  are  not  in  oj)position  to  bombardment  by  air-craft, 
where  a  bombardment  carried  out  by  land  or  sea  forces  is  per- 
missible. 

According  to  this,  all  fortified  places  are  lial)le  to  be  bombarded 
by  aii'-craft,  as  this  bombai'dment  is  allowed  (see  Article  25r 
Regulations  for  War  on  Land,  and  Article  1,  Hague  Convention), 
as  well  as  all  military  equij)ments  in  imfoitified  jilaces,  according 
to  Article  2  of  the  Hague  Convention  lor  Naval  War-fare.  Added 
to  this,  the  general  principle  is  ajjplicable  in  the  case  of  air  war, 
that  ioi-ces  belonging  to  a  war-waging  ])arty  are  permitted  to  take 
counter-measures  against  all  hostile  attacks. 

Accoi'ding  to  reports  received,  the  German  naval  air-ships 
have  kej)t  strictly  to  these  rules.  The  oliject  of  their  o])erations 
was  the  English  coast  town  Gi-cat  Yai-moulh.  According  to  the 
official  Britisli  monthly  ai-my  list,  this  is  one  of  the  "coast  defences," 
which  in  times  of  peace  and  war  is  under  the  control  of  the  British 
army  and  thei-efore  liable  to  be  shelled  by  air-cr-aft.  The  other 
places  damaged  by  our  air-ships  on  their  journey  thither  and  back 
ha\e  only  themselves  to  blame,  as  our  air-ships  were  first  shot  at 
by  thcui,  so  that  it  is  questionable  whether  they  can  be  considered 
as  being  unfoi-tified.  Besides  this,  on  December  9  English  air-shi])S 
carried  out  an  attack  on  the  unfortified  town  of  Freiburg  i.  Br. 
and  on  December  25  dropped  bombs  on  the  unfortified  and  inhabited 
Island  of  Langeoog,  although  they  had  not  been  attacked  from 
these  ])laces.  It  will  clearly  be  seen,  that  owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  air  war  and  the  practices  carried  out  by  both  war-waging 
parties,  the  preliminary  notice  of  attack  as  prescribed  in  Article  26 
of  the  Hague  Regulations  for  War  on  Land,  and  in  Article  2,  §  1  ; 
Article  6  of  the  Hague  Convention  is  impossible. 

We  regret  deeply,  that  on  this  occasion  civilian  life  has  been 
sacrificed.  But  the  German  forces  cannot  be  detei-red  by  such 
possil)ilities  from  taking  all  possible  means,  compatible  with  inter- 
national law,  of  fighting  an  enemy  that  shuns  no  means  whatever, 
whether  in  accordance  with  international  law  or  not,  for  the  de- 
struction of  our  entire  economic  life. 

(Norddmfsche  Allgemeine  Zeihtng,  22  ¥  January  1915.) 
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The  English  inflict  corporal  Punishment  on  Indians. 

Conjidential.  No.  3/3  (A). 

Headqiiai'ters,    Indian  Army  Corps, 
Dated,  2-2"i  October,  1914. 
Menioranduin   lor  the  guidance  of  Officers  of  the  Indian  Army  Corps. 

1.  Under  the  j)rovisions  of  I.  A.  A.  45,  a  sentence  of  corporal 
punishment  can  legalh'  be  awarded  by  a  court-mai-tial  for  any  otlence 
committed  on  active  service  by  a  person  subject  to  that  act  and 
under  tlie  raidv  of  Warrant  Officer.  The  G.  0.  C,  Indian  Army 
Corps,  directs,  however,  that  such  sentencq^  shall  not  be  awarded 
except  in  the  case  of  persons  convicted  of: 

/a)   Serious  offences  against  the  person  or  property  of  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  tried  under  I.  A.  A.  41; 

(b)    Housel)reaking  for  plunder,  or  plundering,  whether  tried  as 
in  (a)  or  under  I.  A.  A.  25  (j); 

(c)  Sentry   or   member  of  guard  plundering,  etc.,  under  I.  A.  A. 
26  (c); 

(d)  Disgraceful  conduct  under  I.  A.  A.  31. 

2.  Officers  convening  Summary  General  Coui'ts-Martial  will 
invariably  direct  (under  I.  A.  A.  98  [I]  [c] )  that,  if  a  sentence  of 
corporal  piniishment  is  awai-ded,  the  proceedings  are  to  be  sent  to 
them  for  confii-mation.  Except  when  reference  is  not,  with  due 
regard  to  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  practicable,  all  such  cases 
should  be  referred  to  the  D.  J.  A.  G.,  Indian  Army  Corps,  for  report 
before  confirmation. 

3.  Corporal  punishment  intlicted  under  1.  A.  k.  24  (2)  will  be 
restricted  to  cases  of  persons  committing  the  offences  mentioned  in 
pai'agj'aph  (1)  al)ove. 

4.  Corporal  punishment  will  not  be  intlicted  in  the  presence 
of  British  or  other  Eurojjean  Troops,  or  of  civilians. 

5.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Ai'uiy  Corps  Commander,  the  offence 
of  rape  in  this  country  should  be  punished  most  severely,  and  the 
sentence  awarded  should  therefore  not   be  less  than  the  maximum. 

6.  A  coi)y  of  this  order  will  be  in  possession  of  every  British 
Officer  of  Artillery  and  Indian  Units  in  the  Indian  Army  Corps. 
A  copy  will  be  placed  before  every  Court-Martial  held  under  Indian 
jNIilitary  Law   in  the  Armv  Corps. 

W.  E.  O'Leary,  Colonel, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Indian  Army  Corps. 

Not  ordy  accounts  and  reports  of  German  troops,  but  manv 
memorandtuns  of  the  enemy,  which  were  caj)tured  by  us,  have 
shown   to  what  cruel  plundering   French  and  Belgian    hamlets  were 
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subjected  by  ineiiiljers  of  the  united  armies.  That  tlie  French  army 
itself,  was  not  altogether  free  from  guilt,  has  been  ])roved  by  more 
tlian  one  document.  The  Englisli  have  also  not  been  able  to  kee]) 
their  hands  (juite  clean  in  this  res[)ect.  The  excesses  of  their  Indian 
troops  will  liave  given  cause  for  most  of  the  trouble.  These  trans- 
gressions nuist  have  been  heavy  in  view  of  the  measin-es  taken  here. 

It  is  a  (|uestion  of  nothing  less  than  this: — England  inflicts  cor- 
poral punishment  in  some  cases  on  her  own  Indian  troops.  The 
cases  in  which  it  is  to  be  inflicted,  are  to  be  found  enumerated 
in  the  memorandum.  And  this  is  all  done  by  the  same  England 
that  wants  to  sit  in  judgment  on  Prussian  "■Militarism."  There 
does  not  seem  to  be  the  least  sign  of  feeling  here,  that  her  own 
ti'oops  are  dishonoured,  by  letting  them  go  into  the  fight,  side  by 
side  with   soldiers   who  can    be   subjected   to    corporal    punishment. 

Of  course,  outwardly  England  keeps  up  appearances.  This  she 
always  understood  and  continues  to  do  so  liere.  It  is  typical  in 
this  memorandum  that  the  measure  is  taken: — "•that  corporal  punish- 
ment must  not  be  inflicted  in  the  ])resence  of  British  or  other 
European  troo])s,  or  of  civilians!"  What  hapiiens  quietly  or  in 
secret,  does  not  vveigli  heavily  on  the  conscience  of  these  "•Promoters 
of  Culture."  In  secret  the  "knout"  swings  over  the  Indian  troops, 
but  before  the  eyes  of  the  world  England  plays  the  ])art  of  the 
deliverer  from  Prussian  miUtai-ism. 

"Difficile  est  satiram  non  scribere!" 


French  Calumnies. 

According  to  a  Pai-is  telegram,  at  a  Cabinet  Council  held  on 
January  9,  M.  Viviani  announced  the  report  of  a  "  Conunittee  of 
Incpiiiv,  concerning  tlie  violation  of  the  rights  of  man  by  Germans,"" 
thousands  of  copies  of  which  are  to  be  printed,  translated,  and 
j)laced  at  the  disposal  of  the  neutrals. 

This  report  as  far  as  can  be  known  uj)  to  this,  from  French 
publications,  is  composed  mainly  of  an  imbrok en  series  of  the  lowest 
^nd  most  unfounded  slanders  with  no  other  intention  then  to  create 
hatred  against  the  German  people  and  calculated  to  sow  groundless 
fears  among  tlie  population  towards  the  German  Invasion. 

1.  The  Gei'mans  are  reproached  generally  and  without  any 
«xact  particulars  as  to  time,  place,  names  and  proofs,  wMth  murder, 
plundering,  incendarism,  assaulting  women,  and  it  is  obvious  that 
the  compilers  wish  to  paint  the  Germans  as  being  in  the  habit  ol" 
systematically  committing  the  alleged  atrocities,  wherever  they  came 
on  their  march  of  victory. 

In  face  of  this,  it  must  be  stated  that  the  Gei-man  army  com- 
manders have  by  every  means,  and  with  full  success,  effected  the 
«naintenance  of  discipline   and  the  obsei-vation    of  all   the    rules    of 
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war  in  all  the  theatres  of  the  war.  The  French  government  as  well 
as  the  ])i"ess,  which  is  governed  and  intlnenced  by  iornier,  and  does 
not  even  relrain  from  representing  German  aimy  leaders  as  accom- 
plices and  instigators  of  crimes,  must  therefore  be  reproached  with 
lying. 

2.  Any  particular  cases,  which  have  been  pointed  out  up  to 
the  present  from  the  P'rench  side,  have  at  once  been  carefully  in- 
vestigated by  the  German  govei'nment,  and  relying  cpiietly  and 
confidently  on  the  German  character  the  result  of  these  investiga- 
tions will  be  duly  published. 

One  of  these  cases,  that  of  Luneville,  wiu'ch  accuses  the  German 
armj-  commanders  of  having  burnt  down  70  houses  without  reason, 
can  be  contradicted  already.  Had  the  French  Government  taken 
the  troulile  of  making  thorough  and  impartial  in<iiu'ries,  as  to  the 
reasons  for  the  tribunal  held  in  Luneville,  it  would  have  been  spared 
the  reproach  of  frivolous  untruth,  with  which,  on  account  of  its 
present  behaviour  it  must  be  upraided.  It  would  then  have  learned 
that  on  2f)'Jl  August  1914,  on  the  occupation  of  the  town  by  the 
Germans,  the  population  made  a  sudden  and  malicious  attack  at 
5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  by  firing  from  the  windows  and  roofs  of 
the  adjoining  houses,  on  the  hopital  militaire,  which  was  filled  with 
numbers  of  defenceless  wounded.  This  firing  lasted  incessantly  for 
one  hour  and  a  half,  l)eing  carried  on  exclusively  by  civilians,  as 
at  the  time  there  were  no  French  soldiers  in  Luneville;  and  on  the 
following  day  civilians  fired  in  the  same  way  out  of  the  houses  on 
Bavarian  troops. 

This  has  been  proved  by  seveial  reliable  and  unprejudiced 
witnesses,  who  have  given  testimony  on  oath. 

We  can  here  remind  the  French  Government,  how  the  French 
troops  behaved  in  their  own  country.  It  is  they,  who  pillaged  and 
robbed,  but  not  the  Germans,  who  ai-e  most  unfoundedly  reproached 
with  these  offences  by  the  French  Government  Their  own  coun- 
trymen have  testified,  that  F^rench  soldiers  and  civilians  in  their 
own  country  have  ruthlessly  plundered  castles  and  houses — in  Fon- 
taines near  Belfort,  Rambervillers,  Attigny,  Villers-devant-Merrieres, 
Vivaisse  near  Crepy,  Thugny  and  INIoy.  It  is  they,  therefore,  and 
not  the  Germans,  who  must  be  accused  of  these  crimes;  on  the 
contrary,  in  many  cases,  reliable  French  witnesses  have  given  testi- 
mony as  to  the  good  behaviour,  decency  and  strict  discipline  of 
the  Germans. 

The  accusation  of  murder,  which  has  Ijeen  brought  against  the 
German  troops,  falls  back  on  the  slanderers  themselves.  It  must 
here  be  mentioned,  that  in  numerous  cases  the  French  have  dis- 
gracefully nuitilated  and  murdered  German  wounded  on  the  battle- 
fields. It  has  several  times  been  proved  that  cases  have  occurred, 
in  which  French  soldiers  have  killed  defenceless  German  wounded, 
by  piercing  their  bodies,  heads  and  eyes  with  the  baj-onet,  cutting 
their  throats  and  carrying  out  othci-  cruelties.     Where  French  troops 
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have  l)eeii  fifthtiiiy,.  Mich  disgraceful  ati-ocities,  as  iiiiinisuiiinj;  tlie 
wounded,  hindiiij;-  thcin  to  trees  and  posts,  sliooting  the  injured  at 
the  shortest  possible  distance,  nnii'dering  andDulance  men.  cutting 
off  sc])arate  organs  and  limbs,  slitting  the  abdomen,  piercing  eyes, 
cutting  off  ears,  transfixing  the  woimded  to  the  ground  as  well  as 
robbing  them  and  the  dead — all  these  atrocities  have  been  proved 
;iiul  ar-c  a  crying  testimony  as  to  the  side,  on  which  the  deseci-ators 
of  culture  and  morals  are  to  be  found.  All  tlie  above  mentioned, 
disgraceful  actions,  practised  by  the  French  troops,  will  \>e  confirmed 
bv  the  testimony  of  reliable  ]iersons  on  oath,  and  will  in  due  time 
be  brought  before  tlie  tribunal  of  ])ublic  opinion. 

And  even  outside  the  range  of  battle,  some  organs  of  the  French 
Government  have  been  guilty  of  insidious  assassination  inside  prison 
walls:  In  the  pi-ison  of  Montbeliard  in  August  1914,  German  pris- 
oners of  war  were  cruelly  mutilated  by  French  Gendarmes  and 
afterwards  muidered  for  no  reason  whatever.  In  another  case 
pillaging  hordes  of  French  soldiei-s  attacked  the  post-office  agency 
in  "Niedcrsulzbacli,"  took  the  members  of  the  jjostmaster's  family 
prisoners,  dragging  them  away,  insulting  and  cruelly  treating  them, 
and  threw  the  postmaster  himself,  who  was  68  years  of  age.  down 
the  stairs  and  on  to  the  street.  He  too  was  so  cruelly  treated  by 
liis  warder  in  lielfort  prison,  kicked— beaten  and  tortinerl — that  he 
died  a  miserable  death  on  the  night  of  16!]}  August  1914.  These 
cases  have  also  been  confirmed  by  reliable  eye-witnesses.  \vho  ha\  e 
sworn  to  the  truth  of  same. 

If  we  add  to  all  this,  the  disgi-acefid,  inhuman  treatment,  con- 
trary to  all  the  rules  of  international  law,  to  which  the  German 
Medical  Coi-ps  was  subj'ected,  which  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  Fi-ench  in  Le  Bourget,  Fougeres,  St-Menehould, 
Vitry-le-Frangois,  St-Yrieux,  Peronne,  Saleux,  Vincennes,  Lyon, 
Amiens.  Bour-deaux.  Clermont-Feri-and  and  other  places, — if  we  con- 
sider the  cruel  and  humiliating  treatment,  which  the  prisoners  of 
war  in  Perigueux,  Granville,  Puy  de  dome,  Montgazon,  Fougeres, 
Castres,  Mont  Louis  and  other  concentration  cam[)s  had  to  undergo. 
— when  we  consider  further  the  use  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
worst  Dum-dum  bullets  on  almost  all  parts  of  the  French  front — 
with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  Fi'ench  army  commanders, 
in  face  of  all  these  facts,  which  have  been  proved,  we  must  refuse 
the  French  Govei-nment  all  rights  for  its  general  and  unfounded 
accusations  and  suspicions  brought  against  the  German  army  com- 
manders. 

(Nordflf^itsche  Allgemeinf'  Zeitung,  11*^  Jantianj  1915.) 


War    Journal. 


isl  January. 

The  Kaiser  addresses  a  New  Year's  circular  to  the  German 
army  and  navy. 

The  total  amount  of  prisoners  of  wai'  in  Germany,  at  the  end 
of  tlie   year   li)14,   is  estimated  at  8,13S  officers  and  577,875  men. 

Renewed  rising  of  the  Boers;  Oherst  Maritz  defeats  the  Govei'ii- 
ment  troops  under  Botlia. 

Dunkirch  flown  over  by  airmen,  who  threw  bombs. 

Russian  attacks  in  the  Carpathians  repulsed. 

In  the  Ai'gonne  the  Gennans  push  forwai-d  successfully. 

Tiie  English  battleship  "Formidable"  sunk  in  the  Channel  by 
a  German  submai-ine. 

2!ii  January,    n^ 

Further  progress  made  in  the  Argonne. 

Violent  French  attacks  near  N'erduu  and  Ailly-Apremont  driven 
back.    The  Bois  Brule  taken  by  us,  after  severe  and  long  fighting. 

The  damage  done  to  the  Fnglish  merchant  marine  and  trade 
is    estimated  by  the  English,  at  more  than  2  milliards  marks. 


31^  January. 

A  French  Infantry  attack  to  the  North  West  of  Menehould 
fails. 

Borczymow,  to  the  East  of  Lowicz  captured  by  the  German  troops, 
1,000   Russians  taken  prisoner's. 

(ierman   pi-ogress  to  the   East  of  the  Ravvka. 

Lt.-General  von  Moltke  appointed  Deputy  Chief  of  the  Geneial 
Staff.  Fr-eiherr  von  IManleuffel  _as  Deputy  iu  Command  General  of 
the  XIV.   Army  Corj)s. 

Austro-llungarian  progress  at  Gorlice  (Galicia). 


4^  January. 

Renewed  fighting  at  Thann  aiul  Steinbach  (Upper  Alsace.) 
Reports   as    to    the   activity    of  the  part    of  the  Emden's  crew, 

whicii  had  escaped. 

German    Civil-Administration    in    Poland.     Herr  von  Brandeu- 

stein  appointed  Administrator  in  Chief. 
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51!i  January. 

A  French  attack  between  t?teinl)acl)    and  Uffholz   driven  hack- 
Continued  German  proi>;res.s  Kast  of  tlie  Kawka. 

611!  January. 

German  successes  in  the  Argonne  and  Souain. 
The    Germans    attack    from    the  Kawka    to    the  Sucha,    1.40O 
Russians  taken  prisoners. 
Soissons  shelled  again. 

7i!i  January. 

Villages  in  the  i-ear  of  the  German  West  front  partly  destroyed 
tiv   Englisli  and   French  artillery. 

Urmia  in  northern  Persia  occnjiied  by  the  Turks. 
The  "entrenchment  friendsliij)s"  forbidden. 

Sin  January. 

Progress  made  at  Rawa :  2,000  Russians  and  7  machine  guns 
captured. 

The  Boer  leader  jNlaritz  defeats  South  African  Government 
troops,  in  tlie  Orange  Free  State. 

In  the  Caipatliians  (Uukowina)  the  advanced  Austrian  troops 
retreat  to  the  principal  passes  owing  to  far  sujierior  Russian 
strength. 

General  JottVe  tries  to  excite  the  rage  of  his  troops  by  spread- 
ing the  report  tiiat  the  Gerinans  have  all  prisoners  shot. 

German  airmen   appear   again    over  Dunkiik   throwing  bombs. 

9ll!  January. 

The  Russians  repulsed  by  the  Austrians  at  Czeremcha,  400 
prisonei'S  taken. 

Giand-Didic  Alexander  Michailowitsch  killed. 

Japan  sells  the  entire  ammunition  booty  of  Tsingtau  to  England. 

French  attacks  at  Soissons  and  camp  of  Chalons  repulsed. 

1,200   prisoners   taken   at  a  successfid   attack   in  the  Argonne. 

The  French  driven  back  from  Upper- Burnhaupt,  almost 
200  prisoners  taken. 

\0^  January. 

Renewed  Russian  attempts  to  cross  the  Nida  were  repulsed; 
violent  ai-tillery  duels  at  different  points. 

Successi'ul  advance  of  the  Germans  in  the  Argonne. 
16  German  air-craft  machines  over  Dimkii-k. 


25 
lllH  January. 

A  third  attempt  of  tlie  Russians  to  cross  the  Nida  fails,  owing 
to  our  artillery. 

Violent  ai'tillery  duels  to  the  South  of  the  Vistula. 

In  the  Carpathians  the  Russians  withdraw  toward  theUzsoker  I'ass. 


12^  January. 

First  day  of  the  hattlf  of  Soissons: 

The  heights  of  Crony  and  CufHes  taken  in  storm  from  the 
French:  1,700  French  taken  prisoners;  4  cannons  and  sevei'al  machine 
guns  captured. 

A  P'rench  attack  near  Perthes  successfully  repelled. 

German  success  in  the  Argonne. 

Unsuccessful  Russian    attacks   take   place    in  Northern   Poland. 

Heavy  Russian  losses  at  Przemysl. 

Fresh  artillery  fighting  reported  from  the  Nida. 

13ili  January. 

Second  dai/  of  the  hnttle  of  Soissons: 

The  heights  of  Vreguy  cleared  of  the  enemy  under  the  very  eyes 
of  the  Kaiser.  1,1.50  men  were  taken  prisoners,  4  cannons  and  4 
machine  guns    captured. 

A  French  attack  near  La   Bassoe   fails. 

Change  in  the  Ministry  of  Austria-Hungary.  Graf  Berchtold 
succeeded  bv  Baron  Buiian. 

Renewed  Russian  attacks  on  the  Nida   repelled. 
The  Turks  occupy  Tabriz. 

141!i  January. 

Third  (1(11/  <f  t'lc  haffle  (f  Soissons: 

Our  ti-o()])s  niagiiilicentlv  stoi-ming.  fake  Cuffies,  Crouy,  Rucj'^-le- 
L(uig,  and  ^lissy  one  after  the  olher.  From  12 — 14  January 
.5."i00  Frenc!i  taken  prisoners,  4,000 — 5,000  killed;  35  cannons 
captured. 

The   Fi'iMicli  (Ici'eatcd,  to  the  Fast  of  Perthes. 
Russian  attacks  at  (nimbinnen  and  Lutzen  have  been  I'epulsed. 
Our  attacks   West  of  the  \'istula   are   being  continued. 
Turkisli  successes  reported  from  Persia  and  the  Sinai  Peninsula. 
Gci-man   submarines  off  Dover. 
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15ili  January. 


Excitement  in  England  on  the  "Hapag"  steamer  "Dacia"  being 
bought  by  an   American. 

A  French  siil)marine  destroyed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dardanelles. 
Fighting  takes  place  on  the  North  West  frontier  of  India. 
The  German  War  Loan  rises  above  nominal  value. 


16l!i  January. 

Hostile  attacks  near  Arras  repulsed. 

A  fresh  attack  at  St.  IMihiel  repelled. 

Two  Germans  again  condenmeil  to  death  in  Casablanca. 

The  Secretary  of  the  State  Treasury  Kiihn  resigns  Jns  post  on 
account  of  bad  health.  Prof.  Dr.  Helfferich,  one  of  the  Directors  of 
the  Deutsche  Bank,  appointed  his  successor.  Official  report  accord- 
ing to  which  in  East  Africa  from  3 — 5  November  the  English 
Expeditionary  Corps  of  8,000  men  was  completely  routed  by  2,000 
Germans  near  Tanga,  and  forced  back  to  the  ships  with  heavy 
losses. 


171!i  January. 

The  Austrian   artillery  is   successfully  fighting  the  Russians  on 
the  Dunajec. 

A  Zeppelin  airship  passed  over  Paris  on  a  reconnoissance  flight. 


18l!i  January. 

According  to  the  estimation  of  the  German  army  administration, 
the  enemy  losses  incurred  on  the  occasion  of  Joffre's  renewed  attacks 
amount  to  26,000  killed,  17,860  prisoners,  showing  a  total  of  at  least 
150,000.  Our  losses  at  this  time  do  not  amount  to  a  quarter  of 
this  number. 

Successes  reported  from  the  Argoune  and  La  Boisselle. 

The  Russians  repulsed  on  the  Wkra. 


\9^1  January. 

The  Russians  repulsed  in  the  Caucasus. 

Minister  von  Loebell  warns  the  population  of  the  necessity  of 
practising  economy  in  regard  to  food  stuffs. 

The  Russians  repulsed  with  hea\7  losses  at  Radzanow,  Biczun, 
and  Sierpo. 


We  gave  Cold  for  Iron. 

According  to  tliis  motto,  self-sacrificing-  German  men  and  women  bronght 

numerous,    valuable    objects    to    a   collecting   depot,   where  they  got  rings 

oi"  iron  with  this  motto   en<iraved  on  them. 
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Pictiite  (if  a  wdiinded  French  prisnner-of-vvai'.  who  has  ])een  phiit(ii;raphed  in 
tlie  anibulance  hospital  I  in  Brussels.  The  prisoner,  who  is  i'roni  (iuinea  (Africa), 
is  ofhcially  reported  to  have  said  on  examination,  that  there  ai'e  Cannibals  in 
his  native  place.  He  denies  however,  probably  for  obvious  reasons,  ever  to  have 
eaten  hniiian  llesh  himself.  Whether  the  employment  of  this  "•wild  man"'  on  a 
European  theatre  of  war  is  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  international  law 
oi"  not,  is  doubtful.  But  it  seems  ridiculous,  when  the  French  and  Fuiilish  in 
i'ace  of  the  fact  that  they  bring  beings  of  the  lowest  ])ossible  type,  even  Cannil)als, 
to  fight  their  enemies,   continue  stating  that  they  are  fighting  for  the  pi"oinoti<in 

of  culture. 


Pictiife  of  a  pi'isf)ner  iVom  Senegal,  who  lias  lieen  photographed 
in  the  anihiilance  hospital  I  in  Brussels.     Compare  "witli  adjoining; 

picture. 


u^^^H.  "-^ 


.%^:^'-^.-'' 


Pt'^^^-'' 


W¥t 


■-^Vh'L 


(Jernian  troops  in  the  dug-outs  evacuated  hy  the  Russians  on  their  retreat. 
In  the  woods  only  small  openings  could  l)e  seen  on  the  surface,  while 
the  dug-outs  afford  sufficient   room  for  6 — 8  men.    The  Russians  are  splendid 

builders  of  such  field  fortresses. 
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27 
20i!!  January. 

Success  reported  from  the  Argoiine. 

The  "Hirzstein"  near  Sennheim  captured. 

212i  January. 

Revolts  reported  from  Lisbon  against  participation  in  the  war. 

Successful  fighting  on  the  Dunajec  carried  out  by  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  army. 

The  heir  to  the  Austro-Hungarian  throne  starts  for  German 
Headquarters. 

Zeppehn  airships  make  an  attack  on  the  English  East  coast. 
The  airships  were  shot  at,  but  returned  uninjured. 

French  attacks  at  Arras-Lille  repulsed,  as  well  as  at  St.  Mihiel 
and  Berry-au-Bac. 

At  Pont-a-Mousson  our  ti'ooj)S  captured  4  cauuons. 

22!ii  January. 

Semi-official  German  declaration,  against  the  American  war 
supplies  to  our  enemies. 

The  French  repulsed  at  Pont-a-Mousson. 

The  "Hartmannsweilerkopf"  near  Sennheim  captured. 

Reports  of  pi'ogress  on  the  Sucha. 

The  English  steamer  "Durward"  sunk  by  a  submarine. 


23!:^  January. 

The  Russians  retreat  in  the  Caucasus. 

A  mutual  loan  amounting  to  15  milliards  is  announced  by  the 
Entente  Powers. 

A  hostile  position  captured  in  the  Argonne.  3  officers,  245  men, 
and  4  machine  guns  taken. 

24L^  January. 

In  the  Argonne  two  French  attacks  easily  repulsed— in  the 
Vosges  at  the  Hartmannsweilerkopf  we  made  progress. 

In  the  east  a  successful  attack  directed  against  the  Sucha 
section  near  Borzymow. 

Russian    counter-attacks    repulsed,    the    enemy    suftei-ing    heavy 

losses. 

In  Galicia  and  the  Carpathians  the  Austro-Hungarian  troops  con- 
tinue to  repel  the  Russian  attacks. 

German-English  naval  battle  in  the  North  Sea.  One  English 
battle  cruiser  and  the  German  armoured   cruiser   "  Bliichei- ''   sunk. 
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25t!i  January. 

Live^ly  artillery  duels  in  the  neij2,lil)oarhood  of  Nieuport  and 
Ypres,  as  well  as  in  tiie  Argonne  to  the  Noitli  of  Verdun  and  Toul. 

French  attacks  at  Hartniannsweilerkopf  repelled;  the  French 
suffering  heavy  losses. 

Russian  attacks  ie[)ulscd  at  Gumbinnen,  the  enemy  suffering 
great  losses. 

Official  confinii.-itiun  of  the  defeat  suffered  by  the  English  at 
Sandfoiitein  on  25"ll  .September   1914. 

In  the  Carpathians.  Russian  counter-attacks,  dii-ected  against  the 
positions  captured  by  the  Austrinns  in  the  uppei'  Uiig-\alley  and 
near  Bezerszallos  repelled  after-  \  iolent  fighting.  Moi-e  than  l.OOO 
Russians  taken  ])risoners. 

Our  light  cruiser  •'  Gazelle "  slightly  damaged  off  i^iigen  by 
an  English  submarine.  No  loss  of  life.  "•  (iazelle  "  has  returned  to 
one  of  the  Baltic  harbours. 

26t!i  January. 

To  the  vSouth  of  the  Canal  at  La  Bassee  the  English  sui'prised 
and  defeated  by  the  Baden  troops  in  a  front  line  of  1.100  metres. 
Two  strong  positions  taken,  three  ollicers,  110  men  made  prisonei's. 
Our  losses  slight. 

Fn  the  Vosges  all   French  attacks  rej)ulsed. 

The  Russians  make  an  nnsuccessful  attack  on  our  cavaliy  po- 
sitions  to   the  North   of  Gumbinnen. 

In   South   Poland  and   Galicia  artillery   tight ing  continues. 

Operations  on  both  sides  at  a  stand-still  in  the  Caucasus  owing 
to  severe  weather  conditions. 

27*ii  January. 

An  attem])t  of  the  enemy  to  re-capture  the  positions  which  we 
took  on  '25*il'  January  at  La  Bassee,  collapses  under  our  artillery  fire. 

In  the  Ariionne  the  Saxons  make  a  successful   storm  attack. 

The  Russian  attacks  to  the  North  East  of  (iumbinnen  wei'c 
unsuccessful,  the  enemy  suffering  heavy  losses. 

In  tlie  Upper  Uiig-\alley  om'  alliens  I'e-captui'c  the  Uzsoker  Pass, 
which  had  been   occupied  by  the  Russians  since  New  Year. 

28t!i  January. 

On  the  heights  of  Craonne  we  captui'ed  entrenchments  of  500 
metres.  The  French  losses  between  25''' — 27'1'  Januai'v  liese.  amounted 
to   1.500   killed  and  1,100   [)risoners. 

In  the  Vosges  and  Upper  Alsace.  French  attacks  I'epelled,  the 
enemy  suffering  very  heavy  losses. 
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Our  Allies  report  new  successes  in  the  Carpathians  against  the 
Russians.  The  Nagy-Aji-Valley  cleai-ecl  of  the  enemy.  At  Bczer- 
szallos  and  Bolowec  the  Russians  lost  700  men  and  5  machine  guns. 


29t!!  January. 

The  French  fortress  of  Dunkirque  bombarded  by  German  aero- 
planes, a  generous  portion  of  bombs  distributed  on  the  English  bases 
erected  there. 

To  the  South  of  the  La  Bassee  Canal  an  English  attempt  to  re- 
capture positions  we  had  taken  from  them,  easily  repulsed. 

Renewed  Russian  attacks  fail  at  Gumbinnen,  the  enemy  sustain- 
ing heavy  casiialitics. 

North  East  of  Bolimow  the  Germans  drove  the  enemy  from 
his  advanced  positions  and  penetrated  into  the  Russian  main  position. 

It  is  reported  on  reliable  authority  that  a  Pai'seval  airship, 
which  started  on  2b'h  January  on  an  expedition  against  the  Russian 
foi'tified  harbour  Libau,  has  not  returned,  having  probably  been 
bi'ouglit  down  by  enemy  guns  and  fallen  into  the  sea. 

The  Russians  again  defeated  in  the  Carpathians  to  the  West  of 
the  ITzsoker  Pass.     400  prisoners  taken. 

30t!i  January. 

To  the  South  of  the  La  Bassee  Canal  our  troops  captured  two 
more  trenches.  In  the  western  part  of  the  Argonne  a  German 
attack  resulted  in  the  gain  of  a  considerable  stretch  of  ground;  12 
officers  and  731  men  were  taken  prisoners,  12  machine  guns  and 
10  light  guns  captured.  French  night  attacks  to  the  South  East  of 
Verdun  have  been  repulsed,  the  enemy  suffering  heavy  losses.  The 
enemy  driven  back  from  Angomont  near  Badonviller;  Angomont 
has  been  occupied  by  the  Germans. 

The  Russians  attempted  several  attacks  to  the  East  of  Darkehmen 
and  South  East  of  Lake  Lowentin.  Russian  night  attacks  near  Bor- 
zymow  were  repulsed  with  heavy  losses  for  the  enenij\ 

311*  January. 

The  Kaiser  conies  to  Berlin  for  a  short  stay. 
The  German  authorities  prescribe  unity  in  the  baking  of  bread. 
The  secretary  of  tlie  Imperial  Treasury  Kiihn  retii-es  from  office. 
Great   Austrian    success   in   the    Carpathians;     10,OuO    Russians 
taken  prisoners. 

The  foreign  Consuls  leave  Tangers. 

A  French  torpedo  boat  destroyed  off"  Nieuport. 


German  Soldiers'  Letters 

published    in    the   press   by   the   Soldiers'   parents   and   relations. 

1.  From  the  Western  Seat  of  War. 
A  vivid  Picture  of  the  Fighting  in  the  Vicinity  of  Ypres 

•can  be  had  from  the  following  field  letter: 

The  obstinate  fighting-,  which  i-nges  for  every  foot  of  ground 
here  around  Ypres,  can  cleai-ly  be  seen  from  the  f<ilIowiiig  occur- 
rence. We  have  given  up  ])ressiug  back  the-  enemy  by  stor-nu'ng, 
which  caused  so  many  casualities  and  now  tiy  to  drive  him  out 
•of  the  ti-eiiches  by  sapjjing,  i.e.  by  digging  so-called  saps,  fi-om 
<jur  own  entrenchments  to  the  enemy's,  and  then  ])ressing  on  into 
tlie  enemy's  entrenchment.  Pioneers  and  inlantry  men  \ie  with 
€ach  otliei"  in  accomplishing  this  difficult  and  dangerous  task. 
Besides  the  hostile  artillciy  with  its  murderous  grenades  they  liave 
to  fear  mines  and  a  pi'obabie  advance  of  the  enemy  from  his 
entrenchments.  It  was  under  such  conditions  that  the  Fifth  Company, 
which  had  already  been  greatly  praised  by  tlie  General,  and  the 
Seventh  Company  of  the  Reserve  infantry  regiment.  .  .  sa])ped  fr-oin 
an  entrenchment  in  the  neighbourhood  of  M  .  .  .  towards  the  enemy's 
position,  so  as  to  cut  off  j)art  of  tiiis  entrenchment  from  the  others 
and  then  take  it  by  storm. 

On  the  evening  of  December  2lli',  the  Seventh  Company  had 
■sapped  up  quite  near  to  the  enemy's  entrenchments  and  was  ready 
to  break  through.  The  Fifth  Companj^  had  yet  to  dig  some  yards. 
Suddenly  the  gallant  and  brave  leadei-  of  the  Fifth.  Lt.  Dr.  R  .  .  . 
from  Hambui-g,  made  up  his  mind  to  attack.  The  Seventh  were 
to  break  thi-ough.  while  R  .  .  .  with  seven  of  his  faithful  men  were 
to  juui])  over  the  shoi-t  space,  win'ch  se])ai-ated  them  from  the 
•enemy's  entrenchment.  Things  were  like  this,  in  the  evening  about 
-6  o'clock.  Once  more  the  leader  of  the  Fifth  Company  inspects 
his  small,  but  brave  band.  He  sees  only  brave,  decided  countenances. 
What  may  be  awaiting  them?  Have  nn'nes  been  laid  so  that  they 
are  all  doomed  to  Death?  Will  tlie  Frencli  meet  these  courageous 
fellows  with  one  of  theii"  well-aimed  volleys'.'  But  R  .  .  .  does  not 
take  much  time  for  thinking.  A  short  admonition — a  sharp  conunand 
— then  the  heroes  with  (piick  step  dash  through  the  sp;ice  and 
jump  one  after  the  other  into  the  enemy's  trench.  At  first  all  was 
still.  What  has  happened?  But  soon  the  voice  of  the  company's 
leader  can  be  heai-d.  He  summons  tlie  French,  who  have  made  no 
resistance,    to   .surrender,    and    one    after   another   tliev  come  out  of 
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their  dug-outs,  into  wliicli  they  had  crept  when  the  seven  ''Field- 
grays'  had  so  suddenly  ap})eaied  before  them  and  begged  for  mercy t 
"•Pardon,  pardon,  camarades,  nous  sonunes  des  peres  de  famillc" 
are  the  cries  which  can  be  heaid  from  the  suiprised.  Quite  a 
number  of  prisoners  are  taken  without  any  bloodslied.  part  of  the 
enemy's  enti-enchments  captured  and  this,  all  as  a  consequence  of 
the  plucky,  judicious  advance  led  by  the  leader  of  the  Fifih.  All. 
the  participators  were  decorated  with  the  well-earned  Iron  Cross. 
What  a  loss  this  part  of  the  entrenchment  was  for  the  enemy,  was- 
only  proved  on  the  following  evening,  on  which  the  "Red  breeches "^ 
decided  on  a  despeiate  attack,  which,  however,  was  repulsed,  as- 
we  on  our  side,  weie  well  on  our  guard.  Day  and  night  the 
entrenchments  were  full  of  "Fieldgrays"  and  when  the  expected 
hajipened,  a  few  volleys  di'ove  the  enemy  back.  The  French  suifered 
very  heavy  losses,  while  on  our  side  the  lists  of  dead  and  wounded 
on   both  days  were  small. 

The  behaviour  of  the  hostile  artillery  ^^  as  interesting.  It  shot 
like  mad  at  our  old  position  during  the  ■  whole  affair,  while  we 
had  pressed  forward  and  were  in  the  trenches,  which  up  to  then 
had  been  the  enemy's.  But  it  either  did  not  know  of  this,  oi-  did 
not  daje  to  bring  fire  on  the  new  position  oil  account  of  its  being: 
so  near  its  own  entrenchments.  However,  the  old  entrenchments- 
got  more  than  their  share  of  the  murderous  grenades,  but  that  could 
not  harm  us  any  more  and  it  encoui-aged  all  those,  who  weie  in 
the  trenjches  these  days,  as  it  seemed,  the  powerless  rage  of  the 
French  was  the  cause  of  all  this  firing.  One  lesson  can  be  learned 
from  the  above  circumstance,  as  we  already  hinted,  that  instead 
of  attacks  with  heav}-  casualities,  now  and  then  an  advance,  as 
described  above,  can  be  carried  out  with  far  less  danger  and  quite 
as  nuich  success.  (Krmzzeitung,  3'A  January  1915.) 


Christmas  opposite  the  Enemy. 

Main   Ileadcpiarters,  December  2(j. 

On  Christmas  Eve  the  commander  of  the  regiment,  which  af- 
forded me  hospitality  in  its  position  opposite  the  enemy,  gave  a 
.splendid  supper — very  good  roast  goose,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
Munich  botded  beer,  and  as  dessert,  Nurnberger  Lebkuchen  out  of 
the  Colonel's  own  Christmas  box,  as  well  as  a  very  good  punch. 
The  recipe  for  the  latter  was  supplied  by  the  regimental  doctor 
and  carried  out  by  the  practiced  hand  of  the  regiment's  A.  D.  €► 
The  punch  was  not  prepared  with  simple  hot  water,  as  is  other- 
wise often  the  case,  l)ut  with  weak  tea.  Probatum  erat  and  prae- 
sente  medico,  it  would  not  have  done  me  any  harm,  if  the  Christ- 
mas celebration  in  the  Colonel's  dug-out  had  lasted  a  little  longer, 
than  it  really    did.     But   mj-    visit   to    a   neighbouiing   regiment  had 
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greatly  fatigued  iiu' — 1  \v;i.s  (mi  my  legs  from  9  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing till  tovviii'ds  7  ill  the  evening  without  once  l)eing  ahle  to  sit 
down — and  the  Cliristmas  celebration  over  in  the  wood  had  cansed 
nie  deep  emotion;  so  1  took  leave  and  went  to  rest  in  the  diig-out 
of  the  commnndcr  of  the  first  battalion,  who  had  given  me  a  Sjjartan 
resting  place  next  his  own,  Just  as  Sp;irtanly  hard  field  bed. 

In    t1i(>    four    d;iys,    during    which  Majoi-    nfforded   me    hospiia- 

Jitv ''\\\)her   er   kam    der  Falii-t   nnd    was    sein  Nam'    und 

Art"'  ....  I  shall  j-elatc  below,  the  reader  will  then  undeivst;iiid  why 
1  intcntioiuilly  <|iiote  AVagner,  I  have  really  learned  to  i-cst  on  my  hard 
•couch  that  liad  only  a  thin  layer  of  straw,  envelopped  in  the  Major's 
mantle  and  a  woollen  rug,  learned  not  only  to  rest,  but  to  sleej) — 
to  sleep  l)0()ted  and  spurred  in  my  field  uuifonn,  which  in  spite  of 
•all  its  dirt  I  have  not  parted  from,  for  a  mcmient.  That  1  have  so 
learned,  the  Major  himself  must  confess,  as  every  morning  he  de- 
clared in  the  presence  of  his  Adjutant  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
battalion  that  I  had  snored  dreadfully  during  the  night.  The  ac- 
count of  my  sleeping  well  is  bomb-proof  sure,  unlike  the  dug-outs 
•of  the  regiment,  which  are  (piite  in  the  range  of  the  enemy's  ar- 
tillery fire,  and  anything  but  bomb-pi'oof.  Tliey  only  afford  protection 
against  sj)lintei's,  coming  from  the  enemy's  grenades — if  you  happen 
to  be  inside.  But  if  you  are  outside,  it  is  possible  to  make  dis- 
agreeable aci{uaintance  with  them,  even  with  the  enemy's  rille  bullets, 
wliich  stray  now  and  then  in  this  vicinity.  It  has  really  happened 
that  a  righteous  Landwelirmaini  on  his  way  to  a  certain  [)lace,  was 
•overtaken  Ijy  an  enemy's  rille    bullet   and  injured  Just    in  that  part 

of  his  body  that  in  a  certain  jilace    the    reader  will    under- 

•stand! — 

However  one  grows  accustomed  to  those  tritles  by  degrees,  if 
one  is  not  dogged  by  bad  luck  like  that  ])oor  devil,  1  for  my  part 
slept  soundly.  On  Christmas  Eve  at  first  there  was  not  much  sleep, 
for  in  the  Major's  dug-out  1  found  the  Staff  of  tlie  battalion  and 
the  officei's  of  the  Company  assembled,  and  we  again  had  excellent 
punch  and  daiiit\'  cakes,  some  '•'■Streusselkuchen"  even,  tliat  had 
■been  kept  over  from  the  recent  birthday  celebration  of  the  coni- 
anander  of  the  battalion.  Besides  all  this,  clever  discussions  on 
war  and  politics,  art  and  literature,  and  before  we  noticed  it. 
midnight  was  long  past,  wheu  we  I'etired  to  our  couches  to  go 
xo   sleep. 

Altogether,  was  it  not  a  very  nice  War  Christmas  in  presence 
«of  the  enemy  ? 

The  dawn  of  Christmas  morning,  which  followed  on  the  cold 
starry  night,  was  magnificent.  Dark  deep  night  still  in  the  West  I 
In  the  East  liowever,  a  faint  sti'eak  of  light  a])peared  in  the  Heaven 
and  in  this  light  spot,  brightly  shimmering,  Venus  appeai-ed  at  the 
edge  of  the  dark  deep  forest  and  beamed  like  a  smaller  sun.  In 
the  same  way,  now  almost  2,000  years  ago,  the  Star  of  Bethlehem 
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may  have  appeared  to  the  wise  men  from   the  East,  to  guide  lheii> 
on  their  journey  to  the  Christmas  Babe. 

Later  on,  the  sim  rose  clear  and  bright  in  the  deep  bhie 
firmament,  Hashing  millions  of  glittering  s})aiks  fiom  the  light  coat 
of  irost,  which  had  spread  in  tiie  cold  night  on  the  grass  and 
branches  of  the  trees,  sending  down  its  rays  alike  on  friend  and 
foe.  A  picture  of  Christmas  peace  everywhere!  In  the  South 
West  however,  the  muffled  i-oar  of  French  cannons  could  be 
heard. — 

On  a  grass  spot  in  the  foi'est,  we  had  our  Christmas  service 
It  was  held  according  to  Catholic  ritus  by  the  Divisional  Clia{)lain, 
who,  I  liave  been  told,  behtngs  to  the  Order  of  Jesuits.  I  am  not 
a  Catholic  and  we  have  fought  against  the  Jesuits  energetically. 
But  I  admit,  tliat  never  have  I  been  present  at  a  more  touching 
service  than  this  one,  on  this  War  Christmas  morning.  The  I'l'iest 
in  liis  white  vestments  celebrated  Mass  at  a  simple  altar,  which 
had  been  formed  out  of  the  bi-anches  of  Chi-istmas  trees.  The  whole 
mililary  congi-egation  accompanied  by  the  regimental  nnisic  sang^^ 
the  old  and  well-known  hynms:  "Siille  Nacht,  heilige  Nacht"  and 
"■  Es  ist  ein  Ilos'  entsprungen. "  Then  came  the  sernujn.  Plain  and 
sim])le,  as  was  suitable  for-  the  soldiers,  yet  teeming  with  noble 
thoughts  of  true  human  feeling  of  good  comradeship  and  fellow 
feeling  for  the  heai'ers,  all  delivered  in  very  good  oratory.  And 
well  the  clergyman  knew,  how  to  appeal  to  and  attract  the  attention 
of  his  congregation.  When  he  sj)oke  to  them  of  their  dear  ones 
at  home,  when  he  painted  for  them  the  simple  far-off  cottage  in 
the  woods  on  a  mountain  sloj)e,  giving  them  the  comforting  assurance 
that  to-day  under  the  (  hristmas  tree  they  would  be  i-cmembered  with 
double  love  and  affection  by  their  dear  ones  at  home;  when  he 
warned  them  to  make  their  peace  with  God,  so  that  they  could 
depart  in  peace,  in  case  the  heavy  Fate  of  war  should  be  theirs, 
—  At  these  words  the  deep  emotion  on  all  faces  could  easily  be  re- 
marked, and  many  a  biight  tear  be  seen  rimning  down  the  wild  warlike 
beards.  At  the  end,  the  tones  of  the  j)owerfid  '•'Tedeum  laudamus"' 
resounded  and  from  the  triumphant  strains  of  "Grosser  Gott,  wii' 
loben  diclC"  a  firm  confidence  in  victory,  a  firm  will  to  conquer 
could  almost  be  heard. 

After  tlie  service  we  had  a  simple  breakfast  with  the  commander, 
during  which  the  regimental  band  played  >,  aristmas  melodies  before 
liis  house,  then  a  short  and  hearty  leave  taking  from  the  kind  gentle- 
man and  his  gallant  officers,  and  away  to  the  commander  of  the 
brigade,  whom  1  wished  to  thank  personally  for  the  kind  reconi- 
mandations,  which  he  had  given   me  to  his  regiments. 

The  Staff  of  the  brigade  had  celebrated  Christmas  in  the  inter- 
|)retation  of  our  Saviour's  beautiful  vvoi-ds:  "Suffer  the  little  children 
to  come  unto  me."  The  general  had  invited  several  French  war 
widows  with  tlieir  children  to  the  Christmas  celebration,  and  under 
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the  light  of  the  Christmas  tree  had  given  them  all  kinds  of  useful 
presents.  The  astonishment  of  tlie  little  ones  at  the  hriglitly  lighted 
tree  was,  as  the  general  himself  told  me,  as  touching  as  the 
gratitude  of  the  mothers,  alter  which  the  Army  Chaplain  exjjlained 
to  them  in  French  the  meaning  of  the  German  Christmas  and  tried 
to  comfort  them  in  their  sorrow. 


This  was  how  1  spent  Christmas  in  this  war  year  1914  and  it 
was,  I  re[)eat,  the  Christmas  on  which  I  felt  the  meaning  of  the 
festival  more  than  ever  before. 

(R.  Ouno  in  the  Vossische  Zeitung,  2^  January  1915.) 


In  the  Service  of  Mercy. 

One  of  the  members  of  a  Saxon  ainbnlance  corps  in  the  West 
sends  us  the  following  description  of  how  dilficult  a  task  the 
sti-etcher-bearers  and  ambulance  men  have,  who  have  to  go  out  as 
far  as  the  fi'ont  trenches. 

....  "The  music  dies  away.  The  old  comrades'  march  was  the 
last  piece  played.  The  day  is  slowly  drawing  to  a  close.  Troops 
that  have  been  relieved  march  into  the  village  to  their  quarters. 
Now  our  work  begins.  Now  it  is  that  we,  a  coinj)any  of  ambu- 
lance men,  go  out  on  the  battle  field.  The  night  is  ours.  It  is 
only  possible  to  do  our  duties  in  the  dark. — We  start,  behind  us 
the  ambulance  carls.  It  is  7  o'clock  and  quite  dark.  After  march- 
ing for  half  an  hour,  we  come  into  the  range  of  the  enemy's  artillery. 
A  locomotive  whistles,  it  is  our  track,  the  terminus  is  in  our 
village.  In  the  distance  we  hear  thundering:  "Evening  greetings  from 
the  French!" — High  above  us  a  15.4-cm.  shell  whizzes  by,  it  seems 
as  if  the  whistling  of  the  locomotive  has  got  on  the  enemies'  nerves. 
Their  greatest  sorrow  is,  that  up  to  this,  their  shells  have  not  dam- 
aged the  railway  embankment.  Our  engineers  have  built  it  too 
massivly !  We  continue  on  oiu*  march;  not  a  ray  of  light  to  guide 
us.  We  meet  some  of  the  field-kitchens,  they  are  coming  back, 
like  ourselves,  they  can  only  bring  food  to  the  comrades  in  the 
dark.  Now  the  moon  rises,  and  lights  up  to  the  village  lying  be- 
fore us.  Shelled  houses,  trees  torn  up,  broken  carts,  a  vai-ied 
picture!  Sentries  move  about  here  and  there  like  ghosts.  Away 
from  the  uncanny  village!  We  now  arrive  at  cross  roads,  a  patrol 
of  Hussars  asks  the  way.  The  street  leads  us  into  a  wood,  the 
carriages  are  stopped,  it  is  9  o'clock. 

It  is  now  that  our  activity  begins.  The  stretchers  are  taken 
out,  four  men  told  off  for  each,  and  now  we  start  along  the 
slippery  forest  paths — on  to  the  trenches.     For   the   last    few   days 
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it  has  been  raining.  Tlie  mud  is  ankle  dcej).  but  we  go  on  across 
the  field.  Suddenly  a  fire  ball  whizzes  bv,  high  over  our  heads: 
we  lie  fiat  on  the  French  chalky  ground.  Then  on  again,  till  at 
last  we  reach  the  dug-out.  Now  we  are  there  with  the  inhabitants 
of  the  trenches  and  caves.  We  come  into  one  of  the  communi- 
cation trenches,  which,  while  affording  us  complete  cover,  leads  out 
to  another  trench.  It  takes  us  a  long  time  before  we  arrive  at 
the  front  entrenchment.  A  real  field  fortress  witli  shooting  gaps. 
We  wade  thi-ough  some  Avater  and  then  see  ourselves  face  tt) 
face  with  some  stone  walls.  It  is  a  shelled  French  inn  with  only 
a  few  of  its  walls  left  standing.  80  yaids  across  the  way  the  enemy 
is  situated.  There  are  wire  entanglements  erected  between  the  two 
^entrenchments.  Psh — pshi  Some  infantry  bullets  whizz  over  onr 
1  leads. 

Haiti  We  have  arrived  at  our  goal.  Now  down  to  the  cellar 
of  the  inn,  wliere  the  woinided  have  been  laid.  Somebody  takes 
out  a  pocket  lanterne;  the  wounded  are  placed  as  (piietly  as  possible 
<jn  the  stretchers — the  staircase  down  to  the  cellar  increases  the 
difficulties  of  the  transport— then  back  to  our  cart,  it  is  impossible 
to  take  the  way  through  the  entienclunonts  when  the  wounded  are 
lying  on  the  stretcher's,  so  we  must  go  across  the  fields.  Wiieuever 
the  moon  hides  behind  the  clouds  for  a  while,  we  go  forward: 
Proceed!  Sto])I  Lay  down!  Up  again!  Proceed!  Now  and  then, 
we  must  make  a  detour  on  account  of  enormous  holes  caused  by 
shells.  Here  we  can  see  the  effect  of  the  heavy  English  marine 
artillery.  We  go  across  turnip  fields  and  brushwood,  stopping  to 
rest  for  a  few  moments  in  a  forsaken  artillery  position.  At  last 
we  have  reached  the  wood,  now  we  have  protection  here,  from 
the  infantry  fire  and  can  proceed  more  easily,  so  that  we  soon 
reach  our  ambulance  carts:  into  which  the  woinided  are  quietly 
^ud  carefully  laid,  all  being  done  without  any  light.  Every  one 
has  his  work  cut  out.  Everything  is  carefully  avoided,  every 
jerk,  or  unnecessary  movement,  so  as  not  to  increase  the  pain 
of  the  wounded.  At  midnight  the  last  carriage  is  laden;  now  we 
start  back  to  the  ambulance.  The  wounded  arc  taken  Irom  us,  laid 
on  straw  and  freshly  bandaged,  then  the  doctor's  activity  begins. 
When  the  last  wounded  man  has  been  looked  after,  our  work  is 
done.  At  2  o'clock  we  have  finished  and  go  home  to  our  billets. 
A  short  rest  and  then  our  work  begins  again.  Now  the  wounded 
have  to  be  brought  from  the  ambulance  to  the  railway  station. 
A  hospital  train  rolls  into  the  station,  the  })eds  are  filled  and  the 
train  moves  off"  with  the  wounded,  liringing  them  to  their  homes. 
But  we  stand  for  a  long  time  looking  after  it.  thinking  (piietly  of 
-a  beautiful  Journey  along  the  Mosel,  past  tlie  vineyards — on  towards 
the  Rhine  and  furtiicr  to  our  beloved  home. 

(Leipziger  Neuesfe  Nachrichten,  J'A  .lanuary  1915.) 
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How  a  German  "Hun"  saved  an  Englishman's  Life. 

Accotints  can  now  irecinently  be  round  in  l!ic  Knglish  Press, 
wliich  llatly  contradict  the  grnesome  tales  of  tlie  •'Hnn\s  cruelty." 
One  especially  toucliing  example  of  German  kindness  can  he  found 
in  a  letter  written  hy  a  soldier  belonging  to  the  CV)ldstream  Guards, 
one  of  the  Klnglish  crack  regiments.  The  man.  by  name  John  Smith, 
writes  that  the  Germans  attacked  early  in  the  morning,  but  were 
driven   back  after  some  violent  hand  to  hand  lighting. 

"We  jumped  into  their  trenches,"  writes  Smith,  "and  1  was 
just  about  to  jump,  when  a  grenade  biu'st  (piite  near.  When  I 
regained  consciousness,  I  discovered  that  1  was  lying  in  one  of  the 
German  trenches  and  a  Gei-man  soldier  was  bandaging  up  my 
head.  Fighting  was  .still  going  on,  but  the  German  refused  to  leave 
me,  vmtil  1  was  better  and  could  lie  ipuetly.  Then  he  went  along 
the  trench  to  have  a  lookout.  The  fighting  seemed  to  have  grown 
more  distant,  and  1  thought  I  was  alone.  All  I'ound  1  could  hear 
the  sighs  and  groans  of  the  wouTided  and  dying,  which  continued 
all  through  the  night.  Then  my  head  began  to  pain  me  badly,  and 
I  became  unconscious.  When  1  awoke,  I  found  the  Gei-man  still 
beside  me.  His  grey  uniform  was  soaked  with  blood  and  his 
overcoat  riddled  with  bullets.  In  spite  of  it  all,  he  tried  to  help 
me  and  brought  me  a  cup  of  water  to  (piench  my  thirst  and 
refresh  me.  (Vossische  Zeitung,  &t.  January  1915.) 


An  Army  that  prays  cannot  be  conquered! 

The  following  extract  is  fi-om  a  letter  written  by  Rev.  Ludger- 
Schwering,  M.  S.  C,  who  is  on  service  with  one  of  the  Maltese 
ambulances  in  3l!!  Ai'iny.  (The  letter  is  dated:  Vouziers,  13ii!i  De- 
cember  1914.) 

You  have  often  had  an  oj)portunity  of  seeing  that  we  Pi-iests 
are  able  to  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  From  Pater  ZaiuTs  shoit  report 
you  could  see  what  a  pleasiu'e  our  priestly  hearts  can  sometimes 
experience.  I  was  lucky  enough  now  and  then  to  l)e  pr(>sent  on 
such  occasions;  but  yesterday  and  to-day  surpassed  all  that  has  taken 
place  up  to  this.  Ilauptmann  Sieger  (from  Cologne)  had  asked  me 
to  come  to  vSt.  Marie  on  Saturday,  as  a  great  many  soldiers  wished 
to  go  to  confession.  Wlien  1  heard  that  thei-e  vvei-e  about  4  .-un- 
munilion  cohunns  there,  1  took  Pater  Simon  along  with  me.  At 
3  o'clock  the  carriage  was  before  our  door  and  we  stai'ted.  After 
an  hour's  drive  through  the  turnip  fields,  we  ai-rived  in  St.  JNlarie 
and  were  veiy  kindly  received  by  the  captain,  whom  I  had  met 
befoi'e.  \Ve  went  at  once  to  the  confessionals,  as  the  chuich  was 
already  filled  with  our  gallant  "  Fieldgreys."  There  was  certainly 
much  joy  in  Heaven    at   the  penitential    procession    of  the  German 
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waiTiors.  For  many, — for  most  of  them  iu  fact,  it  was  the  first 
opportunity  of  going  fo  confession  since  the  first  days  of  Angust. 
Towards  7  o'clock  one  of  tliein  began  to  recite  the  I'osary  with  the 
variations: — "He,  who  will  bring  us  to  victoiy  and  peace" — "He, 
who  will  give  our  comrades  at  the  front  courage  and  perseverance" 
^"He,  who  will  bring  comfort  and  help  to  our  wouiuled  conu-ades" 
— "He,  wlio  will  grant  eternal  rest  to  the  souls  of  our  fallen  com- 
rades"— "He,  who  will  bless  and  protect  our  dear  ones  at  home." 
And  with  what  simplicity  and  confidence  did  they  pray!  Then  they 
sang  one  of  the  old  Advent  Hynms,  and  a  Hymn  to  the  IMother  of 
God.  After  the  rosary  some  war  jjrayers  were  recited.  Then  the 
brave  warriors  said  the  "Angelus"  standing  and  finished  up  by 
loudly  singing:  "  Fest  soil  mein  Taufbund  innner  stehen."  And  this 
has  been  going  on,  as  I  learned  later  on  from  the  captain  for  the 
past  two  months!  No,  an  army  that  says  such  prayei's  cannot  be 
destroyed.— At  8,30  p.m.  we  finished  up,  as  we  wanted  to  have 
supper  with  the  officers  and  then  drive  back  to  Vouziers,  because 
in  St.  Mai'ie  "there  was  no  room  in  the  inn,"  but  we  sat  so  coni- 
fortal)ly  and  had  such  a  pleasant  evening  that  it  was  10,30  p.m. 
before  we  noticed  the  time.  We  were  then  forced  to  break  up  and 
came  safely  past  all  tiie  outposts  on  our  way  back  to  Vouziers. 
The  folhnving  Sunday  morning  I  took  small  Hosts  with  me  and  at 
7,30  the  carriage  again  stood  before  the  door.  On  ai-ri\iiig  in 
St.  Marie,  1  went  at  once  to  the  confession-l)ox,  while  Pater  Simon 
celebrated  a  Low  Mass,  so  as  to  consecrate  tiie  Hosts  and  give 
Holy  Communion  to  those,  who  had  pro])ared  for  it.  The  cure  of 
the  place,  a  very  kind  and  vivacious  gentleman,  also  h<'l])ed  to  dis- 
tribute the  Bread  of  Life  to  the  German  wan-iors.  He  was  (piite 
touched  by  the  soldiei-s"  piety.  At  9  o'clock  1  l)cgan  to  celebi-ate 
Mass  for  the  soldiers.  Oh,  how  they  sang  "Tanet,  Hinunel,  den 
Gerechten!"  It  j)robably  never  came  from  the  de])tli  of  their  souls  as 
much  as  now  in  the  enemy  coiuitry.  When  I  ascended  the  pulpit 
after  the  Gospel,  it  was  not  difficult  for  me  to  appeal  to  the  hearts 
of  my  dear  coiniades.  1  had  chosen  as  text  the  words  of  St.  Peter: 
— "Kiirchte  Gott  und  ehre  den  Konig.  '  Tney  lislened  ijuietly  and 
full  of  attention  to  the  words  of  the  preacher,  standing  crowded, 
up  to  the  comnnmion  i-ails.  And  when  the  Holy  Sacrifice  was 
continued,  they  followed  it  with  prayers  and  hynms.  I  was  over- 
joyed and  moved  to  the  de})ths  of  my  soul  at  being  able  to  give 
the  Bread  of  Heaven  to  so  many.  INIore  than  500  German  wari-iors 
had  been  to  Holy  Communion.  And  when  I  gave  them  the  blessing, 
tliey  were  sti-engthened  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity  and  woiuid 
up  with  the  hynm  "Grosser  Gott,  wir  lobcn  dich!"  Supjjorted  by 
the  strength  of  the  God  of  battles  they  left  the  sanctuary  of  God, 
with  confident  hearts  and  mistillied  shields.  We  remained  and  ,joy- 
fidly  said  the  "Benedicte."  It  was  with  happy  heails  that  we  drove 
back  to  our  (juarters  at  Vouziers.  That  was  indeed  a  Sundav 
"Gaudete,"    a  prelude   to    the   high    feast    of    our   dear    Saviour. — 
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Dear  Father  .  .  .  .,  I  know  what  a  f^reat  interest  yon  take  in  all 
that  we  ai"e  doinpj  here  for  the  hononr  of  God  and  the  welfare  of 
the  German  wairiors.  We  know  too,  that  yon  beg  God  to'  bless 
and  protect  ns  .  .  . 

With  kindest  regards  to  all 

Yonrs  in  J.  C 

P.  Lndger  Schwering,  M.  S.  (;. 
( Westfdliscker  Merkttr,  5^  January  1915.) 


2.  From  the  Eastern  Seat  of  War. 
A  Russian  Experience. 

A  Mnsketeer,  who  was  wounded  in  one  of  the  battles  in  the 
East  and  spent  a  short  time  in  Russian  captivity,  describes  his  ex- 
periences in  the  following  letter  to  his  I'amily: 

....  "At  6  a.m.  we  went  forward  without  hindrance,  covering 
5  kilometres.  Suddenly  the  enemy  began  to  fire  on  our  right 
flank.  We  were  in  such  a  swamp  that  we  could  neither  go  back- 
wards nor  forwards.  The  first  section  (pn'ckly  took  jios^ession  of 
a  farm  about  a  himdred  metres  olV,  and  at  once  tierce  firing  began. 
The  Russians  wei-e  light  behind  it  and  assisted  by  their  greater 
strength  and  machine  guns  {we  had  none),  tried  to  force,  us  back. 
I  was  lying  on  the  ground,  but  as  1  could  not  take  ])roper  aim,  I 
stood  up  and  fii'ed.  Hai-dly  had  1  shot  three  times,  when  a  bullet 
grazed  my  face  and  head.  My  right  eye  was  wounded  and  there 
1  lay  unconscious.  As  our  troops  were  so  weak,  they  were  forced 
to  retreat.  The  wounded  and  any  that  remained,  wci-e  taken  pris- 
oners, so  the  Russians  took  me  along  too.  It  was  about  4  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  when  I  regained  consciousness  and  discovered 
what  a  ]»light  I  was  in.  My  coat  and  mantle  looked  pui-ple,  so 
satiu-ated  were  they  with  blood.  We  Avent  on  like  this  for-  about 
"2  kilometi'es  until  I  grew  too  weak,  and  broke  down  completely. 
As  the  Russians  were  now  being  ])ursued,  they  left  me  lying  on 
the  road.  A  Russian  man  came  along,  took  pity  on  me,  brought 
tne  to  his  house  and  gave  me  a  comfortal)le  bed,  but  as  the  blood 
was  still  flowing  freely  from  my  wounds,  he  had  not  the  coui-age 
to  bind  them  for  me.  So  there  I  lay,  thinking  I  should  bleed  to 
death,  as  1  was  too  weak  to  bandage  up  the  woinids  myself.  1 
turned  round  and  lay  on  the  wounded  side,  but  in  less  than  half 
an  hour  was  obliged  to  free  the  wounds  again,  as  the  blood  was 
so  copious  in  my  nose  and  mouth,  that  I  thought  I  should  smother. 
What 'was  to  be  done?  As  well  as  1  could,  1  made  my  host  under- 
stand that  1  reipiircd  some  vinegar  and  clean  linen,  which  he  brought 
jne.  so  1   stilled    the  blood    and   bandaged    up   my    wounds   as    "veil 
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as  I  could  myself.  1  then  went  to  sleep  and  did  not  awake  lor 
36  hours.  To  my  great  joy  I  received  a  visit  fiom  a  German 
artillery  man,  who  bandaj^ed  up  my  wounds  afresh  and  advised  nie 
to  make  for  the  nearest  field  hospital.  Before  starting  1  had  some 
potatoes  and  milk,  and  on  g(jing  to  the  cart,  put  my  hand  in  my 
pocket  to  give  some  money  to  my  host  in  return  for  all  his  trouble^ 
But  alas!  all  my  money  was  gone,  and  as  I  felt  for  my  watch,  it 
was  gone  too.  I  understoijd  now,  I  had  been  robbed,  but  there 
was  no  lielp  for  it,  so  1  quickly  got  up  on  the  cart  and  drove 
off.  It  was  about  10  p.m.  when  we  arrived  at  the  hos[)ital.  In  a 
few  days  we  were  sent  on  again  and  on  the  ninth  day  we  at  last 
reached  our  beloved  country. 

In  Wreschen  we  were  freed  from  our  real  Russian  dirt  and 
again  had  beds  to  sleeji  in.  Here  I  very  soon  forgot  all  my  pain 
and  in  three  days  we  were  sent  on  in  a  hospital  train,  via  Posen, 
Frankfurt  a.  O.,  Berlin,  Magdebmg,  to  Brunswick.  Here  1  was 
placed  in  Dr.  M  .  .  .'s  eye-hospital.  The  Doctor  himself  is  a  splendid 
man,  the  treatment  and  food  excellent. " 

(Schlesische,  Ze/'timg,   JS'A  January  1915.) 


3.  From  the  Fleet. 

Letter  from  an  Eye-witness  describing  the  Sea-fight  off 

the  Chilean  Coast. 

(On  board  the  cruiser  "Leipzig.") 

The    Chief    Naval    Engineer     and    Machinist    of    the     cruiser 
''Leipzig,"    Karl    Ed.  llahn,    the   day    after   the   big   sea    battle    off 
Chile,    wrote    the    following    letter    to    his    wife    in    Danzig.    (The 
"Leipzig"  has  since  after  heroic  fighting  been  sunk  near  the  Falk- 
land Islands.) 

Near  Vali)araiso.  '2^!\  November  1914. 

My  dear  wife, 
To-day  at  last,  I  have  something  to  report.  You  will  probably^ 
have  read  in  the  j)apei's  that  on  l!^  November  we  engaged  in  our 
first  action.  At  last,  at  last  my  great  desire  has  been  fulfilled! 
That  roving  about  without  encountering  serious  action  was  simply 
detestable.  We  expected  to  arrive  near  Coronel  some  time  about 
4  j).m.  on  Sunday;  but  just  the  night  before  one  of  my  engines 
went  out  of  order,  however  as  the  damage  was  slight,  we  had  it 
fixed  up  by  2  a.m.  and  were  able  to  continue  our  journey  for  1*2 
hours  without  any  interruption.  On  Sunday  morning  we  had  again 
some  trouble  with  the  maciiines,  we  had  ali-eady  done  nearly  ten 
million   rotations,    which    at   another   time    might   be  the  record  for 
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3  years.  We  very  soon  put  all  in  ordei-  aj;aiii  and  I  went  down 
to  dinner  full  of  confidence.  The  commander  dined  with  us,  so 
once  more  we  ate  and  di-ank  well,  hut  moderately.  At  3  p.m. 
1  lay  down  on  the  sofa,  hegan  to  read  my  heloved  Ihsen  (Felden's 
-edition)  and  thought  of  my  Erika.  At  4  p.m.  ]  got  up  and 
instinctively  dressed  myself  for  hattle.  In  the  inoi-ning  we  had  heen 
told  oft'  to  follow  a  sailing  vessel,  which  cariied  the  Chilean  Hag. 
Al)()ut  midday  the  "Niirnberg'"  was  sent  aftei-  anothei-  ship,  which 
tiii'ued  out  to  be  an  P^nglish  sailing  vessel,  which  she  captui-ed. 
A\'e  lost  sight  of  the  ^''Niirnherg''  after  that.  In  the  aftei-noon  the 
"•'Dresden"  set  out  after  a  steamer  tliat  also  hoisted  a  neutral  Hag, 
5SO    that   she    was   also   a    considerable   distance    from  us.     .\t   about 

4  p.m.  "Scharnhorst,"  "•Gneisenau,"  and  we  steamed  on  "line 
ailiead."  We  were  in  the  mess  room  driidcing  coffee  when  we 
a'eceived  the  command:  -'Steamer  in  sight,  'Lei])zig'  to  keej) 
watch  I"  We  began  to  Joke  and  1  said  "I  do  liope  that  this  is  a 
war  ship  at  last."  .\  few  minutes  later  "Clear  ship  foi-  action'" 
was  the  connnand.  The  steamer  had  been  recognized  as  an  Englisli 
■cruiser.  Now  every  man  rushed  to  his  post  and  a  last  look  round 
to  see  that  everything  was  in  order  occupied  the  next  hour.  Shortly 
.after  5  o'clock,  as  there  was  still  nothing  to  be  seen,  I  went  up 
on  deck.  Suddenly  we  Iieard  the  cries:  "Two  cruisers — three 
cruisers — four  ships  in  sight!"  In  a  very  short  time  we  were 
4ible  to  recognize  them  as  the  English  armoured  ci-uisers  "Good 
Hope,"  "INIonmouth,"  the  smaller  cruiser  "Glasgow,"  and  an 
anxiliar}-  cruiser.  Up  to  this  we  had  not  considered  matters  as 
l»eing  serious,  but  now  we  began  to  think  of  oui"  situation  and  it 
looked  earnest,  for  though  the  two  armoured  cruisers  were  some- 
what weaker  than  our  "big  brothers,"  the  "Glasgow"  was  much 
stifmger,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  "Niii-nbei-g"  and  "Dresden" 
the  auxiliary  cruiser  was  one  more  against  us.  About  5,30  p.m. 
the  fighting  began.  The  condition  of  the  weather,  which  was  sunny 
with  a  vei-y  heavy  sea,  obliged  us  to  press  forward  at  full  speed. 
It  was  fully  an  hour  till  we  got  to  within  9,000 — 7,900  metres  range 
■ol"  the  enemy.  At  6. Si  p.m.  tlie  fiivst  sh(»t  was  fired.  The  machines 
groaned  and  heaved.  The  sea  was  so  rough  that  every  few  minutes 
the  screw  was  dashed  out  of  the  watei-  and  then  pai-ts  of  the 
jiiachineiy  whirled  and  buzzed  in  such  a  maimer  that  I  really  felt 
alarmed.  It  is  difficult  in  such  a  moment  of  peril  to  feel  that  one 
bears  the  whole  burden  of  responsibility,  but  on  the  other  hand  it 
keeps  one  from  wonying  ov^er  uiuiecessary  trifles.  I  cannot  say 
how  pleased  I  was  with  my  men,  they  were  calm  and  good 
humoured,  as  if  at  manoeuvres,  did  their  duty  to  the  sound  of  our 
guns  and  the  bellowing  of  the  21-cni.  of  our  big  brothers.  Even- 
now  and  then,  we  could  hear  the  dull,  different  tones  of  the 
enemy's  guns,  but  they  always  fired  short  of  us.  So  the  minutes 
Hew  by  and  aftei'  half  an  hour  there  was  a  short  pause,  at  least 
for  us,  for  about  10  mitnites  later  we  got  the  news  that  one  of  the 
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English  ships  was  burning,  and  a  few  minutes  after  that:  "One  of 
the  hig  English  ships  has    exphxletl!"    It   iiapjieiicd   h'ke   this:    im- 
mediately   after    the    second    volley,    fire    broke    out    on    the  "Good 
Hope."  The  ilames  could  be  seen  darling  out  from  diffei-ent  places 
duiing  the  fighting  so  that  at  last  the  whole  was  burning  briglitly.  , 
Oil   the  "JMoiuiioiith"  an  exj)losion    took    place   towards  the  end  of 
the  fight.    It  seems  that  a  j)owder  magazine  was  blown  up,   as  we 
could  see  a  pillar  of  fire  about  30  m.  in  height  and  20  m.  in  dia- 
meter, mixed  with  bine,  green,  and  red  Ilames,  followed  by  a  dense . 
clotid  of  smoke.    This  cloud  of  smoke  was    uiifoi-tuiiately   favoured 
by  a  thick  black  rainbow,   which  envelojjcd  the  enemy  and  prevented, 
our  seeing  anything  more. 

I    foi-got  to    mention    that    the  "Dresden"  had    followed    us   at 
full    si»eed    and    helped    in    the   fighting,    upon    which    the    English 
auxiliary  cruiser  promptly  disappeared.    We    now    found   oiu-.Nelves- 
overtaken    by    darkness,    without    a    trace    of  the    enemy,    and    we^ 
got  orders  to  proceed  to  a  tor|)edo  attack.    As  we  had  to  separate  in  alt. 
directions,  following  this  or  the  other  shadow,  we  found  oui-selves  in 
a  pretty  uncomfortable   sitnaticui.     We  saw  ourselves  surrounded  by 
four-  ships,  without  knowing  whether  they  were   friend  or  foe.     Of. 
coui'se  we   could  not  give  signals: — altogether  we  were  in  a  nice  fix. 
At  last  the  "Scharnhorst"  gave  signs  of  recognition  and    rallied  us. 

Half  an  hour  before,   a  short  but  violent  fight  had  taken  place, 
on    the   liorizon.    The  "Niirnberg"  had    come    uj)    with    the  "Mon-. 
mouth,"  which  had   listed    to  one  side,    but   in   spite  of  the  violent 
explosion  had  not  yet  sunk,    and   opening   fire   on    her   in  a   short^ 
tune  destroyed  her,   so  that  she  sank,    keel  ujiwards  with   her  550 
men.    This  was  of  course  the  defiiu'te  result.    What  the  end  of  the 
burning    "Good   Hojje"    may   have   been,    we   do  not    know.    The' 
"Glasgow"  and   the    auxiliary  ci-uiser  got  o(F  safely,    as  they  were 
only  slightly  damaged.    We  searched  for  them  the  whole  nig'ht,  but 
without   success.    Our   damages    wei-e   slight:    On    the  "Leipzig"  a 
ilag  line  was  shot  through.     The  "Scharnhorst" Was  hit  in  the  bow 
causing  a  small  hole,  and  one  of  her  fiumels  had  a  hole.   "Gneisenau" 
was  hit  ineffectively  on  one  of  her  armour-plates.     "Di-esdeu"  and 
"NiiiTiberg"  had  no  damages  worth  relating.— Now   we  are  waiting 
for  the  next  l)atch  of  English. 

You  see,  my  dear  wife,   we  can  do  something,   so  be  of  good 
cheer  and  have  confidence  in  the  future!" 

(Berliner   Tageblatf,  3'A  January  1915.) 

The  Second  Attack  on  the  English  Coast. 

(A  combatant's  letter.) 

We  now  have  one  of  the  first  reports  of  the  attack  made  b\ 
our  fleet,  on  16^'l  December  on  Hartlepool  and  Scarborough,  wliich 
is  sent  by  one  of  the  men,  who  took  paj-t  in  the  daring  adventui  e. 
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The  contents  of  the  letter  published  in  the  "Ilaniioverschen  Coui'ier'' 
are  as  ibllows: 

"We  liad  put  out  to  sea  with  several  other  ships  and  taken 
the  course  towards  the  Enjilish  coast.  Each  Of  tlie  ships  that  took 
])art  in  the  expedition,  had  its  own  special  work  to  do,  and  on 
Wednesday  morning,  at  the  same  time,  all  were  to  bomhard  tlie 
tlu'ee  large  coast  towns  Hartlepool,  Scarl)orongh  and  Whiiby,  in 
order  to  destroy  the  signalling  stations,  hai-bour  constructions,  and 
miUtary  buildings,  as  well  as  to  silence  the  coast  and  strand  l)atteries. 
We  appi-oached  our  common  goal,  the  English  coast,  without  any 
incidents  of  impoi-tance.  Under  covei"  of  night  we  steamed  on,  with 
all  ligiits  shut  down,  so  that  no  i-ay  or  sliinmier  should  betray 
our  presence,  and  were  successful  in*  gliding  through  the  hostile 
chain  of  patrols  without  being  noticed.  During  a  great  part  of  the 
night,  I  and  my  men  were  on  search-light  duty.  Of  course,  we 
could  not  think  of  sleeping  but  nobody  wanted  to,  owing  to  the 
natural  exitement  in  which  we  were.  At  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  we  sighted  the  English  coast,  and  our  joy  was  all  the 
greater,  the  nearer  we  came  to  our  goal.  Now  we  had  to  pay  spe- 
cially sharp  attention.  Every  man  on  board  was  at  his  post.  I 
with  one  of  the  stokers  was  on  search-light  duty,  which  was  neces- 
sary for  signalling  during  the  bombardment,  and  witli  my  glasses  I 
could  see  all  very  well.  In  a  fog  that  was  favoui-able  to  us,  we 
gradually  approached  the  English  coast.  Then  the  commander  gave 
his  order:— "The  ship  ready  for  fighting,  all  the  watertight  bulk- 
heads and  hatches  closed" ! 

Our  guns  were,  of  course,  ready  to  fire  long  beforehand. 
Our  first  aim  was  the  signalling  station  of  the  harbour,  which  lay 
right  opposite  us.  Not  lar  from  the  coast,  we  got  the  command: 
•'■Hoist  Hags"!  and  a  moment  later  the  Gei-man  war-tlag  fluttered 
aft,  merrily  in  the  breeze,  sending  her  greetings  to  the  near  lying 
coast. 

Now  the  artful  English  discovered  with  whom  they  had  to  do, 
that  German  men-of-war  were  cruising  so  near  their  shores,  and 
that  they,  on  their  Island,  on  which  thej'  thought  themselves  so 
safely  out  of  gun  range,  were  once  more  sui-prised  by  German 
daring.  They  iioisted  their  flag  on  the  signal  station,  but  the  Eng- 
lish colours  had  hardly  arrived  at  mid-mast  when  the  first  Ger- 
man volley  thundered  across  towards  the  English  coast— and  the 
whole  building  with  its  signal  station  were  among  the  things  of  the 
j)ast,  thanks  to  the  excellent  markmanshij)  of  the  German  gunners. 
And.  now  one  volley  after  the  other  rang  otit  from  our  and  the 
other  ships,  each  time  full  from  broad  side,  so  that  every  time  the 
guns  could  sliower  down  their  shots  on  the  coast  and  English 
batteries  at  the  same  time. 

The  "Lords  of  the  Sea"  got  no  time  for  thinking  and  hi  a 
few  minutes  the  fortifications  were  a  desohite  heap  t>f  ruins.  The 
P^nglish  were  completely  surprised  by  our  unexpected  attack,   as  it 
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had  never  occurred  {<>  them  that  (ieniiaii  Kattlc  slii|)s  would  dare 
to  steam  right  uj)  under  the  nose  so  to  say,  of  the  "AH  [jowerfid 
Engh'sh  Snper-ih-et ""  right  u|>  to  their  coast,  hringing  the  horrors 
oi"  war  to  the  Ishuul  itself.  But  in  this  the  English  liad  made  a  had 
reckoning.  Dnring  the  figliting  we  came  nearei"  and  nearer  the 
p]nglish  coast,  and  you  can  imagine  that  each  of  our  shots  was 
well  placed.  8car])or(jugli  pier  Avas  completely  destroyed  and 
several  military  huildings  were  rednc<(l  to  hea})s  of  ruins  and 
ashes  hy  our  fii-e.  We  Iiad  all  the  woi'k  to  do  hei-e.  Tiie  firing 
lasted  for  ahont  oO  miiuites.  th(Mi  we  steamed  oft'  to  Whitby  har- 
i)our,  w'hei'e  our  heavy  shi|)'s  guns  were  again  brought  into  play. 
Diu'ing  the  bond)ardment  hei-e.  an  P.nglish  passenger  steamer  came 
I'ight  into  our  tii'ing  line;  as  it  was  obvious  that  tin's  ship  had  not 
sufficient  life  l)oats  on  board  to  save  all  passengers  in  case  of  the 
ship,  siidiing,  we  ••  Barbarians"  (leased  firing  for  a  few  minutes,  so 
as  to  allow  the  steamer  to  get  out  of  the  firing  range  again.  I  wonder 
whether  the  humane  English,  who  have  shot  at  our  soldiers  with 
Dnm-Dum  bullets  would  have  shown  so  much  consideration;* 

When  we  had  destroyed  the  military  installations  in  Whitby, 
our  task  was  accomplished,  and  we  started  on  our  homeward 
Journey.  Towards  2  ]>.  m.  the  weather,  which  up  to  then  had 
been  pretty  clear,  changed;  we  came  into  a  heavy  sea  with  waves 
«s  high  as  houses  and  \ery  soon  night  came  on,  which  enabled  us 
to  reach  our  own  harbour.  Our  ships  were  only  hit  a  couple  of 
times  and  suft'ered  comparatively  little  damage  on  the  lucky  expe- 
<lition.  The  damage  which  we  have  caused  the  English,  must  be 
<?normous,  but  the  moral  effect,  which  our  daring  appearance  off 
the  English  coast  must  have  had,  is  certainly  of  more  importance." 

(Berlinci-  Zeituiuj  am  Mittay,  8i''  Jamtary  1915.) 


4.  From  the  Air  Fleet. 
A  Flight  over  Warsaw. 

A  young  airman  from  Hanover,  who  for  a  long  time  has 
been  employed  at  the  Jatho-Works,  clearly  descrilx'S  his  flights  over 
tlie  hostile  positions   in  Poland  in  a  tieldpost  letter  to  liis  mothi.'r: — 

In  comparatively  good  weather  I  ascended  on  DecemV)er  1?1  with 
the  leader  of  our  company,    Captain  H.  .  .,   as    observer,  from    our 

])osition    near    8t for    a    flight   towards  Warsaw.     Nothing 

happened  during  our  flight  tliither.  After  about  "2  hours  we  found 
ourselves  about  2,500  metres  over  Warsaw  ;  we  dropped  bombs 
and  ari'ow  s  and  immediately  after  that  returned.  However,  after 
a  short  time  we  had  a  dense,  impenetrable  cloud-l)ank  behind  us. 
1  could  not  go  underneath  the  clouds,  as  I  should  then  have 
<h'scended  too  far  and  very  likely  been  shot  down  by  the  Russians. 
fso    I    had    to    remain    above    the    clouds    and    fly    according    to    the 
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direction  of"  the  compass.  Wlicii  we  had  l)ceii  flying  like  tliis  for 
;d)ont  niiothcr  hour,   \vc   (h-cidcd   to   go   Ix'Iow   the   clouds. 

This  was  not  don(;  as  easily  as  is  said.  When  \vc  had 
pushed  througli  the  dense  bank  of  clouds,  we  were  only  70  metres 
high.  Driven  on  by  a  strong  rear-wind,  we  came  aeeording  to  our 
comj)ass  over  i-uined  Russian  villages,  woods  and  fields.  Where 
we  were,  whether  friends  or  foes  were  underneath,  we  did  not 
know;  we  had  to  keep   [)ushing  on. 

After  having  ilown  like  this  for  anotlier  half  hour,  we  could 
observe  by  the  changed  aspect  of  the  roads  and  villages  that  we 
were  again  flying  across  German  territory.  My  observei-  now  got 
his  bearings  again,  and  in  a  short  time  we  found  ourselves  over 
8t.  .  .  .  where  we  landed  smoothly.  'J'he  llight  which  we  made  on 
'SlA  December,  did  not  go  of!"  so  well.  On  that  day  we  had  a 
narrow  escape  from  being  taken  })risonei's. 

We  ascended  in  clear,  fine  weather  to  take  observations  of  a 
fortress  situated  not  far  from  Warsaw.  In  the  beginning  all  went 
well.  A\'lien  we  had  flown  for  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  and 
were  still  30  kihmietrcs  distance  from  our  goal,  and  about  70  kilo- 
metres from  our  own  troops,  the  motor  suddenly  slackened  and  at 
the  same  time  we  heai-d  a  throbbing  noise,  which  was  a  sign  that 
the  motor  was  getting  too  little  oil  and  woidd  sto[)  altogether  in  a 
few  minutes.  My  observer  at  once  tried  to  lind  out  the  shortest 
way  ba<;k  to  our  troops.  Even  if  we  could  not  reach  oui'  own 
landing  place,  the  only  possible  way  to  avoid  being  taken  prisoners 
was,  to  try  and  reach  oui-  troops  position.  1  trusted  to  tlie  luck, 
Avhich  I  have  had  up  to  this  on  my  flights.  But  this  time  it  looked, 
as  if  it  had  left  me,  for  the  motor  got  slower  antl  slower,  and 
gradualh    the  apparatus  began  to  siidi  towards  the  ground. 

After  about  three  ([uarters  of  an  hour,  which  a[)[)eare(l  like 
etei'uity,  when  we  were  only  a  hundred  metres  up.  we  saw  8.  .  . 
lying  in  front  of  us.  We  bad  only  to  go  a  few  kilometres  so  aN 
to  be  in  safety,  and  as  if  the  motor  wanted  to  say: — "Now  I  have 
done  my  duty"'  it  stopped.  Just  before  K.  .  .  .  1  was  able  to  land 
smoothly  on  a  stubble  field.  I  have  now  been  here  for  8  days, 
repairing  the  machine,  but  hope  to  be  able  to  fly  again  to-morrow. 

The  luck  must  be  with  one  when  flying,  and  wc  all  hope  for 
luck  and   success.    This  confidence  will   surely  bring  us  to  our  goal. 

(Han)invcrschrr  Cmirier,  PLJonvary  19]').} 


Things  seen  and  heard  by  a  Correspondent  at  the  War. 

By  Herl)ert    Bayard  Swo])e,   Staflf  Correspondent    of  '-The  World." 

1  have  just  returned  from  the  World  War.  as  they  call  it  in 
(rermany,  which  I  was  hel})ing  to  " cover ""  for  the  World.  1  was 
in  the   A/ores  Islands  at  the  outbreak   of  hostilities,  since  when   ni\ 
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travels  liavc  taken  me  through    Portugal,    Spain,    England,    Frauee, 
Luxemburg,   Holland,  Belgium,  (lermany,  and  Russia. 

In  Germany,  France,  and  England  my  o})portunities  for  obser- 
vation were  many  and  wide.  I  s])ent  seven  weeks  in  tlie  Kaiser's 
realm,  part  ol'  the  time  with  the  armies  on  the  Russian  front,  and 
jjart  of  the  time  with  the  German  left,  operating  from  Belfort  to 
Verdun  on  France's  eastern  front.  And  in  Berlin,  which  all  the 
correspondents  made  their  head(|uai'ters,  there  was  much  to  interest 
the  professional  onlooker. 

1  found  Berlin  unchanged  and  undisturbed  fi'om  the  Bei'lin  of 
old.  All  the  theati-es  are  o])en,  the  restaurants  are  filled  nightly. 
I  saw  her  peo])lo  confident  in  their  eventual  success,  facing  checks 
and  reverses  with  the  certainty  that  in  tlie  end  victory  would  surely 
be  theirs. 

I  saw  London  darkened  at  night,  giving  an  air  of  gloom  to 
the  city  that  was  already  none  too  cheerful  over  the  long  expected, 
bnt  so  far  unrealized  visit  of  the  Zeppelins.  I  found  a  curious 
apathy  there.  Tlie  best  evidence  of  that  is  the  slowness  of  recruit- 
ing, which  will  make,  in  the  opinion  of  good  judges,  conscription 
a  certainty  before  the  war  is  over. 

I  found  Paris  tomblike.  The  closing  of  the  cafes  at  8  o'clock 
— and  it  is  really  closing,  with  no  side  doors  working — and  the 
restaurants  at  9  o'clock,  robbed  Paris  of  its  chief  characteristic — 
the  night  life.  The  shops  are  for  the  most  part  shut  and  the  sti-eets 
are  quite  deserted  at  9  o'clock.  In  the  day  time  too  the  avenues 
are  almost  empty,  and  it  is  as  hard  to  get  a  taxi  or  fiacre,  as  it 
was  once  difficult  to  avoid  their  attentions. 

The  attitude  of  Germany  toioardK  her  foes  is: — For  Russia,  in- 
dijf'e mice ;  for  lielyivm,  contempt;  for  France,  jjity;  for  Fjiufland.  hatred, 
hitter  and  deep. 

The  most  impressive  two  things  in  Germany  are  her  armies 
and  the  devotion  of  the  people.  The  marvellous  efficiency  and  pi-e- 
paredness  of  her  troops  must  command  the  admiration  of  any  one 
who  sees  them.  And  the  intensity  of  the  patriotism  of  the  people 
is  deeper  than  religion.  Wiiatever  the  causes  of  the  war,  whatever 
the  burden  of  favdt,  if  any,  that  belonged  to  Germany,  the  Germans 
are  as  one  in  their  fervour  of  devotion.  Every  man,  woman  and 
child  seems  to  feel  that  the  Fate  of  the  fatherland  is  resting  upon 
his  or  her  shoulders,  and  every  one  I  saw.  was  doing  something 
to  help. 

The  Kaiser,  instead  of  being  weakened  in  his  hold  upon  his 
people,  is  stronger  than  ever.  From  the  lowest  classes  to  the  high- 
est, I  heard  of  nothing  but  devotion  to  the  Hohenzollern  dynasty. 
I  believe  that  a  defeat  would  strengthen  instead  of  loeaken  the  position 
of  the  Emperor,  so  deeply  do  the  people  believe  in  his  devotion  to  them 
and  to  the  fatherland. 

In  England  I  saw  a  magnificent  res|)onse  to  the  call  from  the 
upper  classes  and  a  scant  answer  from  the  so-called  lower  classes. 
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At  ihf  end  ol'  four  montlis  Enjihind  luis  1,100,000  men  in  trainiii 
of  whom  many  have  not  yet  had  a  gun  in  their  hands.  She  has 
perhaps  250,000  men  in  the  field.  These,  especially  their  officers 
have  <;iven  good  account  of  themselves.  Tiie  mortality  of  English 
officers  has  hecn  exceptionally  high.  Behind  that  lies  a  story  that 
would  be  unwise  to  go  into  now. 

France  has  turned  out  to  a  man.  It  is  not  generally  known 
that  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  she  ])0ssessed  about  5,000,000  men 
trained  to  arms,  against  Germany's  4,500,000.  A  Frenchman  not  in 
uniform  wears  a  brassard  on  his  arm,  to  show  that  he  is  on  spe- 
cial duty,  for  it  is  a  mark  of  shame  not  to  be  in  service. 

I  saw  altogether  probably  2,000,000  German  soldiers.  I  saw 
ju.'^t  four  of  them  drunk,  and  one  of  these  was  an  officer. 

The  Germans  practise  rotation  in  the  firing  trenches.  When- 
ever possible,  troops  in  the  trenches  are  relieved  twice  a  day.  Every 
fouiteen  days  the  men  and  officers  receive  4S  hours  '-Ruhepause" 
—  rest  periods.  The  officers  and  men,  if  they  can  afford  it,  go  to 
some  town  adjacent  to  the  lines  and  there  meet  their  families. 

I  saw  the  sanitation  rules  e^iforced  so  strictly  tliat  the  trenches 
are  kept  as  clean  as  parlour  floors.  Communication  trenches — i.  e., 
open  tunnels  from  the  first  line  running  back  to  protected  i-eserved 
points- — are  used  in  this  connection. 

Among  military  men  of  all  sides  it  is  generally  agreed  that 
the  most  efficient  single  unit  in  operation  is  the  Austrian  motoi- 
batteries.  These  are  guns  that  are  combined  mortar-howitzers.  They 
are  little  larger  than  12  inches  in  diameter,  with  tubes  about  10  leet 
long,  and  liave  great  mobility  througii  being  ^nounted  on  motor  trucks 
that  make  their  10  miles  an  hour  with  ease. 

These  Austrian  guns  played  a  big  part  at  the  siege  of  Antwerp 
and  are  now  being  used  arotuid  Verdun. 

The  Germans  are  suffering  a  heavy  disa])pointme.nt  in  tlial 
Verdun  still  stands  against  their  assaults.  On  October  28,  the  Ger- 
mans ex[)ected  two  of  the  42-cm.  or  so-called  seventeen-inch,  guns 
to  be  emplaced,  ready  to  pound  Verdun  to  pieces  within  seven 
days.  Reports  from  that  region  show  that  there  must  have  been  a 
slip-up  in  the  programme,  for  Verdun  still  stands. 

One  of  the  big  facts  developed  from  the  war  seems  to  be  the 
lack  of  real  value  of  the  cavalry  arm.  This  will  be  bitterly  ibught 
by  all  cavalry  men,  but  that  it  is  the  truth  is  privately  admitted  by 
Germans,  French  and  English. 

English  cavalry  men  in  action  on  the  French  and  Belgian 
coastal  regions  are  almost  all  dismounted  and  are  being  etpiipped 
with  bayonets,  an  unusual  expedient  for  cavalry  men.  They  are  being 
used  in  the  trenches,  to  all  intents,  as  infantry  would  be  employed. 

Germany  is  making  no  secret  of  the  fact  that  she  has  as  big 
a  surprise  in  defensive  warfare  as  slie  had  in  the  offensive  opera- 
tions in  her  42-cm.  a;uns.  While   details   are  lacking,    it  is  believed 


48 

tliat  if  the  Allies  ever  reach  the  Rhine  forts,  tliey  will  find  them 
equipped  \\\\\\  rilles  of  eighteen  or  nineteen  inch  calibre,  capable 
of  sending  their  projectiles  for  fifteen  to  seventeen  miles. 

Wiien  a  (ierman  force  takes  an  advanced  position,  right  behind 
it  come  the  field  kitchens,  field  hospitals,  and  field  j)OSt-officcs,  ail 
mounted  on  motor  trucks. ' 

1  saw  near  Thiaucourt.  on  the  German  left,  a  German  held 
bakery  with  the  capacity  of  24.000  loaves  of  bread  every  24  houi\s. 
Also  1  saw  a  l)ig  electric  field  laundry,  where  hospiial  linen  and 
soldiers"  foot  cloths  (German  soldiers  do  not  wear  socks;  thev 
wear  clotlis  bound  around  the  feet)  are  washed.  And  I  saw  a  big 
field  cubblery  too  and  a  big  field  tailoring  establishment,  where 
uniforms  were  being  turned  out  for  reinfoi-cements  that  had  not 
Iteen  equip])ed  with  the  necessary  field  gi-ey  before  being  hurried 
up  to  the  front. 

Of  all  the  armies  in  the  field  the  Austrians  have  the  most 
beautiful  uniforms. 

The  two  biggest  hemes  in  (iermany  are  Fieldmarshal  General  von 
Hindeuljurg  and  Kapitau-Leutnant  Otto  Weddingen,  Commander  of 
the  U  9,  who  '^gof  the  three  British  cruisers — "Aboukir."  '-Cressy.'" 
and  -Hogue*' — in  one  day.  then  went  back  and  got  the  "Hawke" 
a  week  or  so  later,  and  finally  at  the  beginning  of  the  mouth  torpe- 
doed the  '-Hermes."  -'in  home  watei-s"  as  the  English  ])apers  say, 
meaning  in  the  .Straits  of  Dover. 

Tbe  most  cai-nest  in  their  supjiort  of  Germany  are  the  Amci'icah 
and  English  women,  who  have  mari-ied  Germans.  They  ai-e  the  leader's 
of  the  "War  to  Death  Sentiment." 

The  Kaiser  keeps  with  him  in  the  field,  in  addition  to  the 
(leneral  Staf!",  the  (  haiu-ellor  von  Bethmann  HoUweg,  the  Foreign 
Minister  von  .lagoA\'.  and  the  Minister  of  the  Marine  von  Tirpitz. 
The  presence  of  the  ruler  and  liis  aides  in  the  field  makes  government 
in  Berlin  move  slowly,  for  everything  has  to  be  referred  to  the 
'•Grand  Chief  Head(|uarters,"  for  Germany,  in  spite  of  the  fiction 
of  constitutional  government,  is  to-day  more  of  a  one-man  government 
than  almost  any  otliei'  country  in  the  world. 

It  was  no  unusual  thing  to  see  reserves,  awaiting  the  call  to 
go  into  action,  drilling  and  shooting  at  butts  when  thev  were  not 
near  enough  to  the  main  l)odies  in  actiim,  to  create  fear  that  an 
attack  in  the  rear  was  coming. 

The  Germans  say  that  the  Russians  are  good  soldiers,  but  badlv 
officered.  Apro])OS  of  this,  I  personally  saw  examples  of  <[uestionable 
methods  in  artillery  fire  on  the  ]iaj't  of  the  Russians  on  the  East 
Prussian  frontier,  when  the  Russians  were  firing  their  field  pieces 
on  an  average  of  thirty-six  in  six  minutes,  with  the  German  answer 
al)out  eight  shots  in  6  minutes.  The  Russians  were  firing  hastily 
and  wildly;  the  Germans  slowly  and  eflectivelj'. 

The  Russian  ainnumition  seems  to  be  defective.  With  Karl  von 
Wiegand  of  the  "United  Press"  and  Miles  Bouton  of  the  •■Associated 
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]^i't>>  I  was  iiiuler  lire  at  \Virlialleii  i<n-  sCNcral  Ikhii's.  aiitlul'llie 
shrajjiiel  the  Russians  sent  over  the  redoubts  that  sheltered  us, 
perhaps  three  in  ten  ex])l()ded,   certainly  not  more. 

The  only  time  I  heard  of  German  annnunition  being  poor,  w  as 
during  the  coastal  operations  that  are  still  being  fought  on  the  (lerman 
right.  The  General  Stall'  explains  this  as  being  due  to  the  fact  thai 
tlie  shells  are  encased  in  wicker-work  covei's  that  absorb  the  dampness 
from  the  Hood  regions,  tin-oiigh  which  the  (Jermans  iiave  been  lighting. 

The  reasons  for  the  war  ai'e  more  or  less  confused  in  the  minds 
of  th()s(\  A\  ho  are  actually  fighting.  I  asked  a  (ierinan  why  he  was 
ligliting.  "For  the  fatherland."  he  answered  prom])tly.  "Yes.  but 
wliv  is  the  fatherland  lighting'.'"  '-For  its  national  existence,"  he 
rei)lied.  -If  we  do  not  fight,  we  shall  be  wiped  out.  both  as  a 
country   and   as   individuals." 

1  asked  a  Russian  pi'isoner  of  moi-e  than  average  intelligence 
and  cleanliness  (the  last  is  unusual)  why  liis  country  fought.  -'Austria 
killed  Servia's  King  and  Princes  and  wanted  to  swallow  up  Servia. 
The  .Serbs  are  our  l)rothers.  so  Ave  are  lighting  for  them.  Germany 
is  hel[)ing  Au.stria,  because  she  hopes  to  swallow  Austria  later  on. 
so   we  are  fighting  them." 

I  asked  some  French  [jrisoners,  who  \vere  working  in  the  hos- 
pital yards  at  JNIontmedy.  One  said:- — "They  told  ns  we  must  fight, 
because  we  have  an  alliance  with  Russia,  but  I  and  my  comrades 
know    we   are    fighting    to   bring  back  to   us  Alsace  and  Lorraine." 

A  Sergeant  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders  with  Avhoin  I  spoke  at 
Di'iberitz.  the  big  jjrison  cam])  outside  of  Berlin,  said: — -'It's  none  of 
our  light  right  now.  but  we  know  that  if  the  Germans  can  do  what 
they  did  to  Belgium,  they  will  give  ns  the  same.  It  had  to  come 
sooner  or  later,  so  it  might  as  well  be  now."  1  found,  in  spite  oi' 
the  boasted  democracy  of  Kngland,  far  less  red  tajie  in  tlie  Berlin 
government  than  I  did  in  London.  It  was  far  easiei'  to  see  a 
government    executive    in   Germany  than  it  was  in  England. 

All  German  censorship  centres  at  Berlin.  Wherever  the  corre- 
si)on(lent  may  Ix'.  \io  sends  his  dispatches  to  the  acting  or  deputy 
(ieiirral  Staff  in  Berlin.  From  the  big  barn-like  building  that  was 
for  so  long  a  time  von  Moltke's  headquarters,  the  dispatches  may 
be  claimed — if  they  are  not  "too  spiked."  But  it  must  be  said 
that  there  is  alwa\s  a  chance  of  arguing  the  question  out  \vith  one 
of  tlie  Board  of  ('ensors.  In  London  and  Paris  the  censors  work 
with  the  inscrutability  of  Providence — you  can  scmd  your  material 
to  them  and  cross  your  thumbs  in  the  hope  that  it  will  go  through. 
You  never  know  until  you  hear  that  it  has  been  published — or  it 
has  not. 

Nearly  every  German  officer  I  met,  sj)oke  French  in  addition 
to  his  native  tongue.  And  three  out  of  five  S]ioke  English.  Every 
English  officer  I  met  talked  French  as  well  as  English,  but  one  in 
five  spoke  German.  Of  the  French  officers  I  became  acquainted 
witli   almost   all  spoke  English  too,  but  few  of  them  knew   German. 
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Every    fourth  Geniuui    .soldier    in   the  field    citlier  had  li\r(l    iu 
America;  or  liad  relatives  living  there. 

An  nuo<"fici;d  estimate  gives  7,000,000  Russians  under  anns^ 
5,000,000  Germans.  5.000,000  French,  1.100,000  English,  and  about 
2,000,000  Austrians.  Turkey  is  credited  with  350,000  under  the 
eolours,  and  Servia  and  3Iontenegro  with  300,000  hetween  theuu 
Every  railroad  station  in  Germany  has  attached  to  it  a  receiv- 
iuu;  hospital,  where  the  wounded,  who  live  in  th(^  vicinity,  are 
taken  from  the  train  and  kept  until  they  can  be  moved  to  their 
homes. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  modern  warfare  is  the  manner 
in  whidi  cover  is  thought  for  men  and  guns.  The  smallest  wood 
l)atch  is  utilized  for  infantry  stations  and  green  fields  are  chosen  in 
pi-efercnce  to  harvested  ones.  This  is  to  afford  concealment  against 
aeroplane  reconnaissance.  Guns  in  the  open  field  are  covered  with 
the  vegetation  of  the  field  they  are  in.  The  trenches  are  screened 
on  the  sides  and  at  the  bottom  in  the  same  way. 

Frequently  a  bristling  line  of  guns  can  be  seen  sticking  out 
iVom  behind  cover.  You  think  the  protection  has  not  been  very 
cai-efuUy  arranged  until  you  come  nearer  and  discover  that  they 
ai-e  dummies,  made  out  of  wood  for  the  benefit  of  the  air  scouts^ 
while  the  real  guns  are  very  thoroughly  and  carefully  concealed 
as  far  away  as  possible  from  the  decoys. 

Most  of  the  German  soldiers  have  allowed  their  beards  to  growv 
V)Ut  the  officers  are  as  spick  and  span  as  ever.  It  is  no  uncommon 
sight  to  see  them  shaving  in  the  trenches  diunng  the  fire  pauses. 
Inspections  of  superiors  are  freijuent  and  the  officers  always  try 
t(^  look  their  best  before  their  commanders. 

When  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  not  permitted  to  go  to  the 
front  and  Lord  Kitchener  wrote  a  public  letter  to  the  etiect  that  he 
did  not  consider  the  Prince's  "nn'litary  education  w^as  sufficiently 
complete  to  permit  him  to  go  to  the  front"'  there  was  a  general 
laugh  in  Berlin,  induced  by  the  fact  that  the  Kaiser  and  all  six  of 
his  sons  are  in   action. 

In  this  connection  the  Kaisei-  was  credited  with  saying  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales  would  never  have  a  bettei-  opportunity  of  com- 
pleting his  military  education  than  at  the  present  time,  and  his  (iov~ 
man  cousins  would  be  happy  to  help  him  in  the  task. 

After  every  battle  Red  Cross  dogs  are  loosed  on  the  field  to- 
seek  out  the  wounded,  who  may  have  been  overlooked  at  the  ge- 
neral search  that  follows  each  engagement.  Whenever  they  find  a 
man,  the  dog  stands  by  howling  until  relief  comes,  or,  if  too  far 
away,  they  come  to  their  company  officers  and  lead  attendants  back 
to  the  wounded,  who  are  generally  unconscious.  As  a  rule  these 
dogs  are  of  the  Gei-man  sheep  dog,  or  the  Belgian  so-called  po- 
lice-dog breeds,  fine  animals  with  a  high  order  of  intelligence  and  a 
complete  indifference  for  everything  but  their  masters  and  their  work. 
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None  ol'  the  armies  in  the  field  uses  tlie  American  method 
of  liaving  bands  on  the  Ironts.  The  Germans,  with  their  insatiable 
thirst  Ibi-  music,  make  up  for  this  lack  by  organizing  choirs  in  the 
trenches.  After  nightfall,  as  you  ride  through  the  linos,  you  cah 
hear  the  singing  for  miles  and  miles  at  a  stretch. 

Once  more  England  is  about  to  i-evolutionize  naval  warfare. 
Four  new  battleships  are  almost  ready,  each  of  them  mounting  ten 
l.'i-inch  gims.  That  is  the  reason,  why  England  remains  cool  and 
undisturbed  in  spite  of  the  depredations  of  the  German  submarines. 

Germany  is  now  putting  into  commission  several  submarines, 
eacb  with  a  tonnage  of  2,500,  a  cruising  radius  of  3,000  miles,  a 
service  speed  of  20  knots,  and  an  under  water  speed  of  11  knots. 
Apparently  she  is  depending  upon  her  submarines  to  cut  the  English 
navy  down  to  a  size  that  will  Justify  a  battle.  She  may  be  still 
holding  in  reserve  the  often  reported  plan  of  a  Zeppelin  raid  against 
the  British  licet,  but  for  this  the  English  are  ready. 

England  has  now  in  her  possession  both  of  the  sea-planes  built 
i)y  Glenn  Curtiss  for  the  use  of  Lieutenant  Porte  in  his  projected  trans- 
atlantic ilight  last  summer,  which  was  abandoned  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  war.  I  have  been  told  that  the  tests  of  these  immense  Hying 
boats  had  beeu  so  successful  that  the  Admiralty  had  ordered  20  more 
to  be  built  at  once.  They  spread  80  feet  from  wing  tip  to  wing  tip 
and  have  a  surface  speed  of  sixty  miles  with  an  air  speed  of  ninety. 

I  have  been  told  by  reliable  authorities  that  Germany  to-day 
possesses  only  6  guns  of  the  42-cm.  type.  These  are  the  sort  tliat 
were  used  at  Liege  and  Antwerp.  In  England  they  have  been 
named  "Black  Marias"  or  the  "Jack  Johnsons."  Since  they  were 
born  in  Germany  however,  the  Germans  have  the  right  to  christen 
them.  They  call  them  there  the  "Busy  Berthas,"  after  Frau  Bertha 
Krupp  von  Bohlen,  daughter  of  the  late  iron  master.  They  are 
also  called  "The  Essener  Kinder,"  which  may  be  translated  as 
"the  Essen  kids."  (^r^^.  York  World.  29 'f>  November  1914.) 


